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Multicultural Ideas among School
Teachers: Lessons from Teaching Plans
Competition

Ru Fen Liao® Mau Kuei Chang™

Abstract

Since year 2003, reforms of junior high and primary education curriculum have
placed greater emphasis on multicultural values. Facing rising new marriage
immigrants to Taiwan, school teachers are challenged by changing composition
of students of various backgrounds. The paper concerns teacher's ideas reflected
in their teaching plans in association with multiculturalism. Its data came from a
competition of teaching plans for multiculturalism held in year 2008, which was
sponsored by the Public Trust Foundation for Harmonious Ethnic Relations. Our
study finds that teachers of primary school level tended to use direct experiences
and observation method, while teachers of secondary school level tended to
use issue-oriented strategy. Teachers are generally familiar with the education
ideas and purpose of multiculturalism. But there are lessons also. First, some
teachers fail to grasp the fundamental ideas and deviate from multicultural
purpose. Second, some fail to put the professed multicultural ideas into effective
teaching plan. Third, there is a high risk of “labeling” the “Others” in some
of the materials. Fourth, some lack sensitivities of class backgrounds. Fifth,
problems with level of abstraction, some have gone too abstracted but others
are too obvious and shallow. This study suggests that teaching multiculturalism
to primary and secondary schools must assume a step-by-step strategy. And
eventually it must incorporate strategies to encourage students to engage in self-
reflection and actions.
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