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The Inequity of Culture and Language
Acquisition among Cross-National
Marriage Families

Yu Ching Yeh’

Abstract

Early language acquisition is a key factor impacting children's learning and
educational attainment. The statements of young children's language learning
from cross-national marriages normally lead to the conclusion that children from
cross-national marriages are “culturally disadvantaged” . The cross-national
marriage immigrants from South-East Asia are expected to learn Chinese and
to merge into local Taiwanese cultures; however, the cross-national marriage
immigrants from Europe and the USA are seldom uner such expectation .
English often serves as the dominant language in the cross-national marriage
families and their children are rarely suspected of suffering cultural or language
disadvantages. The researcher suggests the discussion of cultural and language
inequality shall take both types of cross-national marriages into consideration.
First of all, the researcher modifies the definition of “cross-national marriage”
to include cross-national marriages from Europa and the USA. Secondly, the
language policy in the cross-national marriages is considered a representation
of power relationship within social life. The inequality of language use reflects
the importance of both languages in Taiwan. Thirdly, the researcher points to
the phenomenon that children from South-East Asian cross-national marriage are
perceived as culturally disadvantaged but not for the children from European or
American cross-national marriages. If we can identify the cultural and language
inequality in the cross-national marriage families and reflect the unequal
phenomenon, we would be able to appreciate the importance of their languages
and cultural experiences.
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