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The Decision-making Experience of Unmarried Females

in Intimate Partner Violence Relationships

Chia-Ling Yang' Shu-Chu Chao?

Abstract

For approximately almost two decades, clinicians and researchers have recognized the
presence of intimate partner violence (IPV) in the lives of women in Taiwan. Researches docu-
mented the detrimental physical and mental health effects associated with IPV for women. These
studies focused primarily on the experience of married women in abusive relationships. However,
the issue of unmarried battered females in intimate partner violence relationships deserves con-
sideration. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to bridge the gap by exploring unmarried
females in intimate partner violence relationships to better understand what experience that fe-
males have been through provokes decision making.

Semi-constructive and in-depth interviews were carried out upon two unmarried females of
which one female still remained in violent relationship, while the other has terminated the rela-
tionship. In addition, a qualitative research approach was also adopted in analyzing the collected
data.

The results indicated that terminating an abusive relationship was a complex process rather
than a single event. The process of termination might take years as well multiple attempts before
they permanently left the abusive partners. Synthesizing two females’ decision-making experi-
ences, the general process could be divided into three stages: (a) Stay in the violent relationship~
struggling with guiltiness, and pacing back and forth between pain and happiness (b) Make
on-the-spot decision to leave ~ deciding passively (c) Change after leaving~ self-growth. It is
worth mentioning that the so-called [good woman incantation] imposed by the society and the
culture limits the realms of possibilities from which these women may choose, thereby creating
hindrance in the choice they make .

Keywords: decision-making experience, intimate partner violence, unmarried battered
females
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