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Policy Reforms and the System of Vocational
and Technological Education
in Mainland China

Ying Chan

Abstract

Using the methods of document analysis and literature review, the author
intends to explore the reforms of policies and the system of vocational and
technological education in Mainland China after 1978, including the current
policies, characteristics, and existing problems. The development of vocational
and technological education in China has always been under the influence of the
social and economic changes. The focus of Chinese vocational and technological
education policy has been shifted from the secondary education level to higher
education level. Theoretically, vocational and technological education in China
is ‘employment-oriented’, aiming at providing services to the local communities,
emphasizeing the participation of industry and enterprises, and promoting the
cooperation among the schools, industry and enterprises. However, there is no
clear-cut separation between the vocational and technological education and their
counterpart-academic education in China. Vocational and technological education
is not supposed to serve the exclusive function of job preparation. In order to be
promoted to the status of degree-confering universities or colleges, many vocational
and technological colleges have tried to reform toward a more ‘academic-oriented’
type. This problem exists in both Taiwan and mainland China, and deserves close
attention.
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