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An Analysis of Recommended Websites
by Grade 1-9 Teachers

Shihkuan Hsu"

Abstract

Internet search is one of the most popular Internet activities for teachers. Very
few studies, however, have explored the types and the characteristics of the
Internet resources that teachers use, or even more specifically, the types of
websites they found useful. From a survey to explore teachers' use of technology,
teachers were asked to recommended websites that they used most often or would
recommend to other teachers. A total of 6,854 teachers responded. After sorting
and compiling the websites, six major categories were revealed: (1) information
searching; (2) educational websites; (3) school or university websites; (4) group
communications; (5) classroom management; and (6) professional development.
Several individual sites most often cited were also listed and discussed. Websites
collected were also cross examined with grades, gender, and other background
factors. It was found that elementary school teachers used classroom management
platforms more often, but junior high school teachers used information websites
more often. Gender difference was not found in the websites choices. Moreover,
younger teachers used personal blogs and websites more often, while older
teachers liked communities such as STCNet and K12 digital school better.

Recommendations were made regarding related policies.

Keywords: teacher technology integration, useful websites for instruction, large-

scale survey, junior high school and elementary school
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