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The Reform of Special Education in Japan

Cheng Fen Chang’

Abstract

Since 1979, the Japanese system of special education was divided into three main
divisions: education for the blind, education for the deaf and special education
for the disabled and the health impaired. In 2007, the School Education Law is
amended and Special Education is replaced with Special Needs Education. Special
Needs Education takes various forms, and is carried out in special schools named
"Schools for Special Needs Education", in special classes, and in resource rooms
(both are in regular schools). The law emphasizes on the building up a supporting
network in order to improve the quality of education for the disabled children. Its
main contents are followings: (1)promotion of inclusive education, (2)a special
committee with a coordinator responsible for special needs education, and for the
implication and improvement of the curriculum and teaching methods, (3)special
needs education schools are built up for multiple disabilities, (4)a system of

reviewing teacher quality is set up to warrant and improve the quality of teachers.
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