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A primary school's experience of switching
from Cantonese to Putonghua on teaching

Chinese language
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Abstract

The locally popular Cantonese dialect has always been the mainstream medium of instruction in the territories' primary
and secondary schools. This article analyses a primary school's switch from Cantonese to Putonghua to teach Chinese
language within five years starting from 2000, and by discussing the causes, implementing process, and results of the

transition, attempts to promote adopting Putonghua as the medium of instruction of Chinese language in Hong Kong.
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