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Rethinking and the future of Chinese Literature

courses in Hong Kong secondary schools
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Abstract

Because of the long history of colonial rule, Hong Kong has a special political and socio-economic environment forming a
cultural background which is very different from Taiwan and the Mainland. Therefore, the tradition of language teaching is
also different from across the Taiwan Strait. The establishment of Chinese literature as an independent subject is a good
example.

The syllabus of this subject has passed through three generations. Its development was full of obstacles, and the syllabus
is still not ideal and needs improvement. However, if we base on the present syllabus and study the development from theory
to practice, we are still able to make suggestions on the future development of the syllabus and Chinese literature education
by investigating its basic idea, aim, subject content, implementation and assessment. This may also help to solve the problem
of implementing literature education in the new Chinese language syllabus. This study involves rethinking of the third
generation syllabus to suggest a future (fourth generation) syllabus.
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