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A view on the reform of the academic structure of
Hong Kong from the history of developments in

academic structures in the world
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Abstract

In October, 2004, the Education and Manpower Bureau published a report titled “Reforming the Academic Structure for
Senior Secondary Education and Higher Education -- Actions for Investing in the Future”, suggesting a new academic
structure of “334” for Hong Kong, which immediately aroused great social concern and extensive public discussion on the
issue. Based upon changes in the academic structures of Hong Kong and other parts of the world, the writer attempts to
discuss the issues arising from the adoption of the new “334” academic structure. This article supplies valuable historical
reference materials on the underlying principles of an academic structure, the main characteristics of various academic
structures in other parts of the world, the recent trends of academic structures in universities in Europe, and the changes and
reforms on the academic structures in China since the last century. It also analyses the advantages and challenges brought by

the new structure for Hong Kong.
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