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The implementation and challenges of Liberal

Studies in education reform in Hong Kong
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Abstract

In the recent round of education reform in Hong Kong, the 3+3+4 proposal was introduced. However, the introduction of
Liberal Studies as a compulsory core subject has become quite a hot topic of debate. The Education and Manpower Bureau
predicted that the change will affect more than 3,200 teachers who will be teaching the new subject. This paper aims to
review the development of the subject over the past years and explore the possible challenges that teachers might face during
the implementation process. These included (1) the content and structure of the curriculum; (2) the demand for re-training
teachers; (3) the pedagogy of Liberal Studies; (4) the assessment and grading of project learning work of Liberal Studies; (5)
corresponding changes in schools' administrative procedures to support the implementation of Liberal Studies; (6) the
relationship of class size and teaching of Liberal Studies; (7) the relationship of medium of instruction and the teaching of

Liberal Studies. Finally, recommendations are suggested.
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