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Liberal Studies: An illusive vision?
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Abstract

Liberal Studies has been designed as one of the four compulsory subjects of the new senior secondary curriculum. The aims
and objectives of this “new” senior secondary school subject are, on paper, in line with the essence of the current educational
reform in Hong Kong. However, a close review of its development and proposed contents reveals that the rationale for
establishing this integrated subject and the content coverage are far from convincing. What makes the situation even more
worrying is that the promotional strategy of the Government for establishing this subject has been so powerful and successful
that some schools are creating a “liberal studies” subject in their junior secondary curriculum without careful consideration

of the potential adverse effect of such a move.
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