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Taiwan is an ocean state located in the Pacific.  Our Austronesian forebears sailed to Taiwan riding

the Black Current flows since time immemorial.  For them, the ceaseless waves stand for perennial

lineages.  Our Han-Chinese ancestors crossed the Black Canyon to look for the New Zion in

Taiwan.  For these impoverished people, seawater symbolizes boundless aspiration.  When

Portuguese sailors passed through the Straits of Taiwan, they hailed Ilha Formosa to this beautiful

island.  During World War II, wartime experiences in the Pacific helped to forge an inter-group col-

lective identity.  For hundreds of years, the Taiwanese have sough to sell products made in Taiwan

to the world through the boundless oceans.  During the Cold War era, while Taiwan became one

crucial link of the security chain in the west pacific, the Taiwanese were actively engaged in the

world market designed by the United States.  As subjects of the ocean, we have inherited the

national characters of passion and optimism.  In this age of Globalization, ocean, being a way of

life, value, and philosophy, is still the source of collective imagination among the Taiwanese.
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