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To draft a sound national ocean policy relies on accurate knowledge that is based on sufficient

information.  Marine scientific investigation and research provide accurate information that is

essential to the understanding of our marine environment.  Thus high quality ocean science profes-

sionals together with knowledgeable decision makers and management teams who have sound

ocean consciousness are keys to the successful development of our nation to be an ocean state.

During the past 35 years, ocean sciences community in Taiwan has made good progresses on

marine science research.  But facing the new era of ocean territorial expansions and fast develop-

ment of marine resources by neighboring countries, Taiwan is far behind on marine surveys and

investigations that would provide fundamental and essential information of the seas surrounding

Taiwan.  For the sake of protecting our rights over oceans and the development of ocean resources,

we need to actively conduct continental shelf surveys and to investigate our exclusive economic

zones.  We need also to build ocean observation systems to monitor our surrounding seas, and to

establish an integrated national ocean data bank and information center.  In order to achieve our

goals, we need to put emphasis on ocean education.  We need to raise the ocean consciousness for

all our people, to follow the concept of sustainable ocean development, and to cultivate high-quali-

ty ocean science professionals.  We would like to urge our government and private sectors to create

more positions in ocean science professionals so that it would be possible to build our nation as a

true ocean state.
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