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Education for Globalization in The Postmodern

Age-Problem and solution

Van-Doan Tran,Sophia M.L. Wen

ABSTRACT

Total globalization extravagantly claims a uniformed society of a monological
thinking with the same ways of acting as well as human common desires and
needs. If human world is shaped in this way then the one who dictates the process
of globalization would command the world. Determined to defend individual free-
dom and human creativity, postmodern thinkers strongly object to any form of
globalization. They push forth a certain form pluralism, according to which each
society has its own culture and each individual has his own way of thinking and
acting. In a word, postmodernists believe that cultural pluralism is the unique
weapon effectively fighting the oncoming globalization-nightmare. Postmodern
solution seems to be rather utopian. How can cultural pluralism be possible when
the strong culture of consummation is the law of the day, and when it is heavily
defended and prosecuted by the superpowers like the United States of America and
its European allies? Suppose that postmodern solution is tenable then it is equally
dangerous. It would lead human world into the abyss of non-communication.
Difference is an essential characteristic determining personality, and the particu-
larity of a culture. It would become an obstacle for human communication, howev-
er. Not quite satisfied with the postmodern solution that we find equally danger- 267
ous, this article argues for a pluralistic culture and for an education for it.
Pluralistic culture is a permanently and newly emerging form of thinking, acting
and hoping that we acquire and construct in the process of encountering other cul-
tures. The more one encounters with other cultures, the more one enriches oneself.
Cultural richness is seen in human capacity of expanding and conserving oneself.
At the moment of encountering, one discovers not only one's own difference but, at

the same time, human commonality, solidarity, and consequently, one's own
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responsibility to society and to other human fellows. That means, one "globalizes"
oneself without falling into the danger of being totalized and uniformed. In this
context, a sound education with critical thinking in the global age must be an edu-
cation for pluralistic culture:the educated knows how to encounter other worlds

and cultures, how to enrich oneself without losing one's own identity.

Key words:Cultural Pluralism, pluralistic culture, globalization, Postmodernism,

education in the postmodern age
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