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Some Philosophical Reflections on Educational

Policy:Theory and Practice

Yih-Hsien Yu

ABSTRACT

Educational policy primarily is the major decision-making and strategy stipu-

lated by a government to serve certain educational goals and purposes which may

help to bring about better education for the public. It is the guideline for educa-

tional practices and school activities. The quality of educational policy-making or

policy process is vital to the development of a society and to the warranty of its

people's rights for good education. The policy process of high quality is character-

ized by its stability, consistency, legitimacy, relevancy, feasibility, reasonableness,

economy, and educational autonomy; whereas the policy process of low quality can

be identified by its instability, inconsistency, arbitrariness, infeasibility, unreason-

ableness, wastefulness, and being ideologically controlled by non-educational-pro-

fessionals or educational-professionals with non-educational considerations. The

administration that makes good educational policy will win confidence from the

public, administrators, teachers, students, and parents and gather consensus among

them. Benefited by the educational policy of high quality the educational system

will be well-organized and function smoothly, and it can use the minimum social

resources up to its greatest effects. On the other hand, the educational policy of

poor quality will result in undesirable consequences, and it may cause chaos and

confus ions  in  educat ional  sys tems,  t r igger  conf l ic t s  and  oppos i t ions  be tween

administrators and teachers, teachers and students and parents, and undermine the

educational quality and educational rights of the public. And above all, the ineffi-

cient educational policy may eventually damage national interests and handicap the

total development of the society. The present paper is an attempt to examine the

fundamental principles and criteria for the "good educational policy" from a philo-

sophical  outlook and at  the same time to apply those principles and cri teria to

evalua te  the  qual i ty  of  the  educat ion  pol icy  implemented  by  the  Educat iona l

Reform Movement in the past decades in Taiwan.
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