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Exemplification

The Training of Translation/Interpreting Practitioners and
Basic Language Education

Chung-Tien Chou

National Taiwan Normal University

As a part of the national project of “Challenge 2008-Natinal Development Plan,” the Government
Information Office conducted a survey in 2004 on the translation industry in Taiwan. The results show that the
common concern of the providers and clients of translation services, including government institutes, translation
agencies, software localization firms, publishers, and mass media, is the insufficient supply of high quality
translators. Higher education institutes have a hard time recruiting translation instructors, and instructor in turn
complain about the low competence of the students.

The quality of translators/interpreters lies in the strong language competence and profound knowledge,
which can not be nurtured overnight. It is suggested that innovation should start with a clear national language
policy that upholds the status of the Chinese language. Curriculum reform is essential in elementary and
secondary schools to increasing the teaching hours of both the Chinese and English courses, reduce the class
size, and train more capable language teachers. English for specific purposes (ESP) courses should be provided
to incorporate domain knowledge in language teaching.

Keywords: translation/interpreting practitioners, language policy, language education
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