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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the role and contribution of the federal gov-
ernment in the development of educational research. From the early 1960's, the federal government,
primarily through the Office of Education, the National Institute of Education, and later the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, has provided funds and leadership for promoting educational research, hoping to
identify theoretical foundations and practical solutions for improving the nation's education. In addition
to empirical evaluation studies of federal education programs, the government has systematically con-
ducted many national surveys and student assessments as well as supported national education research
centers and innovative studies initiated by individual researchers. All these efforts have produced sig-
nificant amount of knowledge and insights for effective teaching and learning and made the U.S. as the
world leader in the field of educational research. The paper also drew several lessons from the past and
discusses their implications for future. It is expected that the renewed emphasis on empirical evidence
and scientific methods in research studies and data interpretation will further help educational research

become a rigorous academic discipline.

Keywords: educational research, federal role in research, educational assessment, educational evalua-

tion, educational survey
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