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The Educational Meaning of Taiwan Primary School
Grades 1-2 Chinese Textbook (Kan-Shien Edition)

Ching-Yao Yang
Tamkang University

All Taiwan children have to learn Chinese in primary schools. Chinese is not only used to teach
children to leamn listening, writing, reading and speaking, but also to learn more education meaning inside
the textbook. The educational meaning inside the Chinese textbook can reflect the values they cherish.

Because of the special political situation in Taiwan, the same original culture may create different
value systems. In order to know the educational meaning carried in primary Chinese textbooks, we have to
make such study.

The basic rationale of this study is the "ducational target theory” of Bloom in 1956. Bloom's theory
showed that the goals of education including the cognition > attitude and skills. What we care is the
attitude field caused by Chinese textbook.

Besides, the hidden curriculum theory is also an important rationale for this study. Many activities are
full of educational meanings which may not be fully controlled or designed. In the other sides, there are
many examples can show the Chinese textbook carrying the political intention inside.

The method we used was to read Taiwan's Chinese textbook of grades 1-2 one by one. The edition we
chose was Kan-Shien press company.

The outcomes we found were very interesting. There are some lessons on festivals of Chinese. There
is no lesson on patriotic parts in Taiwan's Chinese textbook. Also very few of them were about moral
education. The scientific education also reflected very few in Taiwan's Chinese textbook. In Taiwan
textbook, we can find the traditional culture value showed in the textbook.

Conclusion: Textbook is an important tool which can carry boundless educational meaning besides
the basic functions. We must learn this and make full use of this advantage to serve the national education
goals.
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