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The professional development of student teachers
the perspective of culture
Li-juing Wu

ABSTRACT

Education is an important way of cultural life, therefore it is necessary to view
education and schooling in the context of culture. In addition to their other
responsibilities, teachers are cultural workers. The very content of education is cultural,
and the actual process of education is precisely the process of cultural transmission and
cultural innovation .

Based on the arguments, this article intends to adopt some concepts from the field
of cultural anthropology to view the professional development of student teachers . In
addition, the article will employ concepts from the field of cultural anthropology to
carry out a conversation with the professional development of student teachers in the
field of education .

The concepts employed to direct the dialogue in this article are as follows: cultural
discontinuity, cultural compression and rite of passage. These concepts highlight the
importance of role transition as well as the articulation of practicum experiences of
student teachers. Through the framework of cultural discontinuity and cultural
compression, the aspect of articulation which emphasizes the differences between two
stages wins the attention its deservs . This dialogue also points out that the present
knowledge base lacks concrete strategies to help student teachers during the transition

between student and teacher .

Key Words: cultural discontinuity, cultural compression, rite of passage, practicum





