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Vannevar Bush (1890-1974), The Information Giant, during his lifetime, had made many great
and influential contributions in science and engineering, in proposing the establishment of the
National Science Foundation (NSF), and in re-shaping the institutions of research and development
in America and the World. Yet it is in information science and technology that Bush has become a
mythic hero. He was also hailed as “the father of information science” , the father of modern
computer”, and “the grandfather of hypertext”, the beginning of which is often recognized to be
1945 when Bush’s seminal paper ~As We May Think” , with its conceptual design of a desktop
personal information machine called the “Memex” , was published in Atlantic Monthly. This
classical paper As We May Think” andthe “Memex” ,along withBush’'s “Rapid Selectors”
and “Comparators” machines, have had a highly inspirational and significantly impact on the
important developments of modern information science and technology and the emergence of the
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Information age. Thus, it is the purpose of this paper to introduce this outstanding information
scientist, his biographical data, major publications, important contributions and lifetime events,

BASES” : Vannevar Bush - Memex - BEARIES - BRI - BIAESR - B804
Keyword : Vannevar Bush, Memex, Information science. Information technology,
Information retrieval, Hypertext
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