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Summary

Art education in the ROC has two basic missions. One is the transmission
of the essence of national culture; the other is the fostering of creativity in

the arts. The ROC has therefore maintained a high level of international

exchange in the area of art education with Europe, the USA and Japan

over an extended period. Japan has always played an important role in the

transmission of Western culture to Taiwan; both countries face the same

challenge in dealing with the dominant global culture. In the last few

years, Japan has been conducting educational reform in order to prepare

for the advent of the twenty-first century, as has Taiwan; the concrete

results of this reform can be seen in many areas in art education in

schools. This research has been undertaken in order to attempt a

comparison of art education models in Japan and Taiwan, and to gain an

understanding of the merits and demerits of each model. This study has

four basic -objectives: (1) To investigate the history of art education

development in Japan. (2) To gain an understanding of the current state of

art education in Japan. (3) To gauge the probable future course of art
education development in Japan. (4) To collate information concerning

Japan’s existing art education system and models, as a reference for the

improvement of art education policy in Taiwan. :

For the purposes of this research, the four methods of documentary

analysis, interviews, on-the-spot investigation and questionnaires were

employed. Documentary analysis was used to investigate the
development of art education within the primary and junior high school

curriculum in Japan; interviews and on-the-spot investigation were

employed to gain an understanding of the current state of art education.
implementation in each category of school, through canvassing the

opinions of experts and educators; questionnaire surveys were used to

collect relevant information as well as to determine the main areas of
research among private art education associations and groups. - ,

The main findings of this study can be grouped in the following nine

areas: (1) Regarding Japan’s experience with the absorption of Western
art education theory and methods, this is a process which has been
underway for an extremely long period, since the Meiji Restoration. The
establishment and implementation of the art education system in Japan
can offer important lessons for the improvement of the art education
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system in Taiwan, whether in terms of applicability or vision. (2) The
soundness of the primary and junior high school art education has a direct
impact on art education in junior colleges and universities. The contents
and objectives of the art education curricula in Japan’s primary, junior
high and senior high schools form a coherent whole. From primary school,
through junior high school and right through to senior high school there is
a consistent emphasis on fostering creativity and the ability to appreciate
beauty. In junior high school and senior high school there is an enhanced
empbhasis on developing an understanding of art and culture in both Japan
and other countries. (3) At the junior and senior high school level,
because of the concentration on preparation for senior high school,
college and university entrance examinations, with the exception of
certain particular schools art education tends to receive less attention than
subjects such as Japanese, mathematics, physics etc. which students are
required to take in the examinations. (4) The art curricula in schools tend
to concentrate on the visual arts and music. Dance comes under physical
education, and for various reasons students generally have little chance to
practice it. There is no formal teaching of drama in most schools; drama
tends to be relegated to the status of an extracurricular activity, or
undertaken in conjunction with the local community. (5) The textbooks
and other teaching materials used for art education in Japan are required
to conform to very high standards in terms of quality. (6) The number and
quality of both practical and theoretical publications and journals directed
at art education teachers is very high. These provide researchers and
experimenting teachers with reference material, as well as with
opportunities to present their views and to communicate with one another.
(7) Private art education associations and groups in Japan are actively
involved in the planning and promotion of research activities such as
study groups, seminars and international conferences. These groups have
also been able to win the widespread support of teachers engaged in art
education in schools, and have thus been able to exercise a real influence
on the reform and development of art education in the schools. (8) One of
the important objectives of educational development in the ROC is the
“promotion of international understanding in education.” This study is
intended to provide a concrete contribution towards the achievement of
this objective, as well as being an effective method of promoting
cooperative research on international art education. (9) In recent years, art
education circles in Japan have shown an increasing interest in
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international art exchange activities in the Asia region. Japan has also
participated actively in various academic conferences held in Taiwan. -
Seven suggestions are put forward in this study: (1) This research could
be used as the basis for analysis of the significance, values and results of
art education in Japanese schools, so that researchers:in both Taiwan and
Japan can obtain a more in-depth understanding of art education in our
two countries. Consideration should therefore be given to formulating a
second-stage developmental research plan. (2) In light of the fact that up
till now relatively little basic research has been done in Taiwan on art
education overseas, the agencies by whom this research was
commissioned might consider arranging for the publication of the report
in serial form in Arr Education magazine or in its entirety for distribution
to schools and other academic institutions, for the reference of
researchers and teachers. (3) Various Japanese scholars expressed their
approval of the fact that the ROC government is studying art education in
Japan in such an active manner. They suggested that the research could be
expanded to cover the relationship between social education and school
education, with respect to art education (this would include, for example,
educational activities undertaken by-art museums, computer graphics -
education, etc.). (4) The INSEA Asia Region Art Education Conference
was held in Tokyo in August 1998. It was suggested that the agencies by
whom this research was commissioned provide concrete support to
 facilitate further collaboration whereby the results of this research could
be presented at this international conference. (5) Japan has been fusing
elements from European and American art education theory into its own
culture over a long period, constantly absorbing new knowledge. Their
willingness to actively reject the outdated and adopt the new is something
we could learn from here in Taiwan. (6) The support given to and active
involvement in art education and schools by private associations and
groups, as well as by cultural and educational institutions, would be
worth imitating in Taiwan in future integration of art education resources.
(7) One would hope that collaboration with Japan in this area could be
maintained on an on-going basis. All comments and suggestions relating
to this report from researchers and other readers in Taiwan would be .
‘greatly appreciated. -
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