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Test of Online Advanced Placement Courses Gets Mixed Reviews

BY SARAH CARR

IGH-SCHOOL OFFICIALS in
. California who offered on-
. line Advanced Placement

courses to students over the past
year give their experiences mixed
reviews

The courses. offered through the
University of Califormia College
Preparatory Initiative. weie an ef-
fort to level the playing field for the
state’s high-school students by

providing online A p. courses to
schools that would not be able to
offer A P couises otherwise.

Over the past vear. the universi-
tv offered courses such as micro-
economics and calculus to students
i 35 high schools. according to
Elaine Wheeler. the project’s di-
rector Students use e-mail to com-
municate with nstructors, who
may be anywhere in the state

While the courses appearto be a
boon for motivated students, some
high-school officials say that both
students and teachers invested
more time in the courses than had
been expected.

‘A CHALLENGE’ TOR STUDENTS

It 1s a challenge. but ali five of
our students who started complet-
ed the program,™ says Julie Cogh-

fan, coordinator of the college-pre-
patatory progranm at McAteer High
School in San Francisco.

All five students took an A.p
macreeconomics course, and M<
Coghlan attributes their success to
the structure and support they
were given at McAteer. The stu-
dents were assigned a perod dur-
ing the day to work on the online
coutse, and the school’s econom-
ics teacher was available to assist
them

At Balboa High School in Sen
Francisco, however, only one out
of the seven students who began it
completed an online A.p. course in
chemistiy.

“We didn’t know when we com-
mitted to this that we really needed
to have this as a core part of the
students” day, and not as an add-
on,”” says Ted Baione. the assist-
ant ptincipal for curriculum and in-
struction at Balboa “The students
already have a full set of clas<es.
and then to add an Advanced
Placement course on top of that, it
was really shooting holes in the
ship before it left diy dock ™

HIRING AN INSTRUCTOR

Mr. Baione savs Baibon would
be better off hiting an instiuctor to
teach the course face to face than it
would be offering the ounline ver-
sion again.

But Janet Iohnson. the assistant
ptincipal at Bell Gardens High

School. outside Los Angeles. says
she plans to use the program agamn
next year. At Bell Gardens all eight
of the students who started a mi-
croeconomics cour<e finished it
and took the exam

Ms Johncon <avs the =« r
courses help prepare students for
college-level work which they’ll
have to be able to handle indepen-
dently She adds. thongh. that stu-
dents taking the courses are much
more likely to succeed if high
schools assign on-<rite <taff mem-
bers to help them out ‘“"The <tu-

“We didn't know when we

committed to this that we

really needed to have this

as a core part of the

students’ day, and not

as an add-on.”

dents really need close supervi-
<jon.

Ms. Wheeler, the praject’s di-
rector. e<timates that of the 201
<tudents who started the online
program thic September. nearly a
thitd dropped out She savs that
University of California otficials
believe the program has been <uc-
cessful. and that they plan to ex-
pand it pext ye.n

But there have been npoaptizpu
ed challenges. *" ['he 1eal chajlengs
has heen that the students do need
some amount of local surport af
the schools in nider to g2t through
the courses,” <he =y s, =



