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ing results for some schools that
cannot afford a full menu of ad-
vanced placement offerings.

Some students say they like the
tiexibility of working on their own,
bt many find it too difficult to work
through the material alone and say
able online do not always do the job.

Besides gaining an advantage in
the college admissions process, stu-
dents who take advanced placement

would want me,” said Medina, 16. classes and pass formal credit exams

Hoping to allay such fears, the can skip the most basic college clas-
University of California began offer- ses, which saves sn_xdents time and
ing students at poor urban and rura money while working toward a de-

schools free access to the covetec gree.

prep classes online.

But without a teacher to guide

Now. more than a year after theher, Medina had trouble with the
first students logged on, the onlinonline lessons, and she struggled
offerings are producing disappoint-with the school’s computers, which
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were slow and difficult for her to
master.
“I couldn’t understand,” she said.

1 would ask my mom, and she

wouldn’t know. I read the chapters
over three or four times, and I still
wouldn't understand.”

She finally dropped the course
after a few weeks. Other classmates
did the same. By the time the ad-
vanced placement credit exams be-
gan last week, only one Balboa High
student remained in the online pro-
gram out of the seven who signed
up in January.

High Rate of Online Dropouts

School officials report a high pro-
portion of dropouts statewide in the
33 schools that enrolled in the spe-
cial online program. Of 240 students
who enrolled in January, nearly 50
were gone within the first three
weeks, and 10 more have dropped
out since then.

The disappointing results further
complicate the admissions process
in California’s public universities
twoyears after the state banned affir-
mative action.

&

Donald Bursey, a junior at Balboa High School in S.F., is the one remaining
student at the school who signed up for an online advanced placement class.

In California, 81,000 students at-
tend 131 public high schools with
no advanced placement courses.
Forty-eight other schools enrolling
an additional 62,000 students offer
only one subject.

At the other extreme, 84 public
high schools have 19 or more col-
lege prep subjects. Critics of the
school system say enrollment at 71
percent of those schools is 50 per-
cent or more Asian American and
Caucasian.

“The poor, the Aftican Ameri-
cans, the Latinos don’t even get off
the starting line when it comes to
competing,” said Mark Rosenbaum,
the legal director of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Southern
California, which has sued to im-
prove access to the state’s premier
colleges.

Colleges rate the quality of a high
school's curriculum in part by the
number of college placement pro-
grams offered. Students who take
the classes are often granted extra
points on their grade point averages,
allowing straight-A students in the

right schools a chance to push their
averages above a perfect 4.0.

Suing UC Berkeley

The Mexican American Legal
Defense and Education Fund sued
the University of California at
Berkeley last year on behalf of 800
students who had straight As and
were not admitted.

“You could have a student with a
4.0 who is excellent who never had
an opportunity to get to a 4.6, Their
GPA will never be able to maich
students who have access to AP (ad-
vanced placement) classes,” said
Maria Blanco, regional counsel for
the Mexican American association.

Critics say the bias against stu-
dents in underserved schools will
continue until enough trained
teachers and other resources are in
place. It costs an estimated $20,000
to start a single quality course.

“Anything short of that is cosmet-
ic and is doomed to failure,” Rosen-
baum said, “Access to a computer
doesn't correct the gross disparity in
availability of AP courses and substi-
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FEWER OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINORITY STUDENTS

ppointing for Online College Prep Classes

Schools with a higher percentage of minority enroliment offer fewer advanced placement classes than schools with
predominantly white enroliment. Here are selected Bay Area high schools, showing minority enroliment (excluding
Asians) and number of advanced placement (AP) courses offered.

tutes virtual education for real edu-
cation.”

Bill to Create Courses

A bill by state Sen. Martha Escu-
tia, D-Huntington Beach, calls for at
least $20.5 million to be used for
every high school to create a mini-
mum of one course by September
and four courses by 2001. The pro-
posal includes $5 million for tutors
and training for teachers.

The University of California also
is working to address the problem,
offering online algebra courses to
hundreds of students in Salinas and
Santa Cruz to prepare them for
higher-level mathematics classes.

Elaine Wheeler, director of the
UC program, said administrators
recognized from the start that tak-
ing the courses online would be a
challenge. She said the dropout rate
is comparable to that of a traditional
advanced placement class.

“They are difficult, and it does
Tequire quite a bit of organization
and time,” she said.

She said students will be strongly
encouraged next year to take the
classes as part of their regular sched-
ule instead of as an extra class.

Hiring Local Teachers to Help

Having also learned this past year
that students need more support,
UG will hire local teachers or coun-
selors to work with the students and
will provide college and graduate
students to serve as telephone and
online mentors. It is also providing
200 California teachers with four
days of special training.

Wheeler said the online program
will never replace the need for a
trained teacher in a classroom. But
where schools cannot provide that,
the online program offers students
an opportunity they otherwise
would not have.

The online program can be a
good match for students who are
motivated and work well alone.

julie Coghlan, coordinator of a
college prep proglam at McAteer
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County District School Ei inority* classes jects 1,000 stud
Alameda Oakland Unified Castlemont 1,786 935% 0 0 0
Contra Costa  Acalanes Union Acalanes 1,328 6.2 16 8 120

Mount Diablo Unified  Ygnacio Valley ‘ 1,629 34.0 7 4 43
San Francisco ~ San Francisco Unified ~ Balboa 1222 789 2 2 1.6
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San Mateo Union Hillsdale 1279 27.2 11 8 8.6
Santa Clara Palo Alto Unified Palo Alto 1,489 12.7 26 8 17.5

San Jose Unified San Jose Hibh 977 63.8 0 0 '0
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High School in San Francisco. said
the five students who signed up fora
macroeconomics course are still at
it, preparing for the test this week.
They are taking the online class dur-
ing a regular school period with the
help of an economics teacher.

Coghlan said the students were
not from underrepresented minori-
ties, and in fact, they were carefully
screened to make sure those who
were chosen would succeed.

At Balboa High School, junior
Donald Bursey, 16, who wants to be
a robotics engineer, is the one re-
maining student in the online class.
He is also taking an advanced place-
ment calculus course at the school
and said he would be taking other
courses if they were available.

“I prefer the online class because
I can do the work anytime,” he said,
“They tell you what work you have
to do, and if you have questions, you
can e-mail the professor.” As yet, he
has not neeided the help.
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