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Law Professors Are Academe’s Best-Paid Faculty Members, Survey Finds

BY DENISE K. MAGNER

earning their faculty colleagues by a

significant margin, making on aver-
age at least $17,000 more annually than
their closest peers in engineering and busi-
ness. That’s according to this year’s sur-
vey of faculty salaries, released last week
by the College and University Personnel
Association.

The cupa study. while not as exhaustive
as the recent salary survey conducted by
the American Association of University
Professors (The Chronicle, April 14), is the
only one that breaks down earnings by
scholarly discipline. It reports on faculty
salaries at institutions where the primary
mission is teaching, primarily baccalaure-
ate and comprehensive institutions. The
survey excludes salaries of medical profes-
sors.

Professors in 80 disciplines at 363 public
colleges and 501 private ones participated
in the 1999-2000 study. CUPA issues sepa-
rate reports on salaries at public and pri-
vate institutions. ’

Law professors earned an average of
$102.513 at private institutions, compared
with an average salary of $56,308 for all
faculty members. After law, the best-paid
professors were in financial management,
with an average salary of $84,762; pub-
hc health, $84,018; chemical engineer-
ing, $80,931, and enterprise management,
$77,737. The highest reported salary in the
study was paid to a finance professor who
earned $298,000 this academic year.

SURPRISE: Law professors are out-

LOW PAY FOR ENGLISH COMPOSITION

At public institutions, too, law profes-
sors were the highest-paid, making an av-
erage of $95.829, while the overall average
for all professors was $58.313. The next-
highest-paid faculty members were in engi-
neering, where the average salary this
year was $78,024; business management,
$77.,628; chemical engineering, $77,474;
and financial management, $77,229. The
highest individual salary at public institu-
tions in the survey was paid to a physics
professor who earned $234,531.

The lowest-paid professors tended to be
in the arts or the helping professions. Only
seven of the 80 disciplines in the survey
earned an average annual salary below
$50,000 at public colleges: drama, English
composition, health and physical educa-
tion, music, nursing, speech, and special-
ized teacher-education programs. Faculty
members in English composition earned
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Accounting . .... et ereeieiiet e,
Admini ive and 1al ..
Agrnicultural business and production . .
Anthropology .................

Architecture and related programs

Area, ethnic, and cultural studies .........
Bioengineering and biomedical engineenng . .
Biology, general .

Botany
Business administration and management

Business management
and administrative services ............

Business and managenal economics . .

Cell and molecular biology .........

Chemical engineering

Chemistry .. .covvvvnvnrnnnnnenn,
Civil engineering
Classical and ancient Near Eastern

languages and literatures
Clinical psychology

Communications . ....................
Communications technologies . .
Computer and information sciences
Counseloreducation ..................
Criminal justice and corrections .

Cumnculum and instruction
Dentistry
Drama and theater arts
Economics .........
Education . . .

Education admnistration and supervision
Electncal, electronics,

and communications engineering
Engineering, general
Engineening-related technologies

English composition
English language and Iiterature, general
Enterpnise management and operation
Environmental and environmental
health engineerng

Financial management and services .
Fine arts and art studies .........
Foreign languages and literatures
General teacher education . . . .
Geography
Geological and related sciences

the very lowest salaries, with an average of
$41,840.

At private institutions, the average sala-
ry was below $50.000 for 29 of the 80 disci-
plines. At the bottom of the salary scale
were nine disciplines in which the average
salary was below $46,000: administrative
and secretarial services, agriculture, crimi-
nal justice, English composition, health

and physical education, library science,
nursing, speech, and teacher education.
Faculty members in secretarial services
earned the least, an average of $38,850.

LUCRATIVE PROFESSIONAL FIELDS

The lowest individual salary at public
colleges was earned by an instructor of
botany who made only $10,999, and at pri-

d Fields at 4-Year Institutions, 1999-2000
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vate colleges by a computer-science in-
structor who earned $15,400.

For new Ph.D.’s, the highest starting
salaries continued to be in professional
fields.

In four disciplines at private colleges.
the average salary for a new assistant pro-
fessor is more than $60,000: business man-
agement. $60,826: electrical engineering,
$60,613; financial management, $76.685:
and law. $65,791. At public institutions.
starting salarjes for junior professors were
more than $60,000 in four fields: account-
ing, $65.019; bioengineering, $60,745;
business management, $66,696; and finan-
cial management, $69.,470.

Copies of this year’s cUPA surveys are
available to survey participants for $55
each, to association members who didn’t
take part in the study for $80 each, and to
others for $105 each. They can be obtained
from the association at 1233 20th Street,
N.W., Suite 301, Washington 20036; (202)
429-0311, ext. 2.

Information about the salary reports for
public and private institutions can be found
on the association’s World Wide Web site
(http://www.cupa.org). =



