Fducators Worry That Anti-American Mood in China May Harm

4 Kegearch Projects and Academic Exchanges

Wary of U.S. geopolitical motives, students still say ‘America is the best place to study’

BY TED PLAFKER

BELING
FTER THE TUMULT of student-led
Ademonstrations against the United
States in May, and the tension sur-
rounding the 10th anniversary of the
bloody June 4 crackdown on student pro-
testers at Tianagmen Square, Chinese uni-
versities have returned to their normal rou-
tines. Classes are ending, graduates are
looking for work, and the campuses are
winding down for the summer.

What is not yet clear, though, is the ex-
tent to which recent tensions between Chi-
na and the United States will affect the rich
academic-exchange relationship that has
blossomed over the past 20 years.

The vast majority of cooperative educa-
tional and research programs continue to
operate as scheduled, but some academics
fear that the political tension is taking a
toll.

‘It negatively affects attitudes, on both
sides, of scientists, the public, institutional
administrators, and the government to-
ward bilateral-collaboration efforts,”” said
Xiangzhong (Jerry) Yang, an associate
professor of animal science at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut.

‘‘In the mix of all these events, it is hard
for institutions in the U.S. or China to
place bilateral-collaboration projects on
their priority list,”” said Mr. Yang, who is
president of the American Association for
Chincse Professors.

The downward turn in Sino-U.S. rela-
tions began in March, when NATO began
bombing Yugoslavia. China, concerned
about what if considered to be a precedent-
setting violation of sovereignty, harshly
opposed the operation from the beginning.

RAGE AT AN ACCIDENTAL BOMBING

Anger turned to fury on May 7, when
U.S. bombers destroyed the Chinese Em-
bassy in Belgrade. With government ap-
proval, tens of thousands of students
staged violent anti-American demonstra-
tions at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing and at
u.S. mstallauons across Chma
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A recent cartoon captured Chinese students’ mixed views of the United States.
One student, in line for a U. S. visa, said, ‘‘Of course I am angry.”’

Washington promptly apologized for
what it called an accidental bombing, but
the Chinese government—and most Chi-
nese people—continue to say the bombing
must have been intentional.

China’s wrath was further stoked with
the May 25 release of a Congressional re-

. port accusing it of stealing U.S. nuclear

and missile technology through a variety of
channels, including academic exchanges.

Denying all charges, Beijing has labeled
its accusers as racist for implying that Chi-
na is incapable of designing its own weap-
onry.

Yet joint academic projects, including
some highly sensitive ones, continue. One
is a cooperative research effort between
Georgetown University and the China
University of Politics and Law, investigat-
ing the nexus between politicians and orga-
nized-crime groups in China. The first joint
meeting, scheduled last year, began in Bei-
jing as planned early this month, and was
attended by scholars from both countries
as well as officials from the Chinese crimi-
nal-Jusuce system.

““What is striking to me is how little Ko-
sovo and the rest of it has affected the
project,” said Murray Scot Tanner, an as-
sociate professor of political science at
Western Michigan University who was
one of five U.S. participants in the first
meeting. ‘‘It simply has not become an is-
sue.”’

Many Chinese students, meanwhile, re-
main wary of America’s long-term geopo-
litical motives, and are indignant over the
embassy bombing in Belgrade.

But student-led efforts to boycott Amer-
ican goods have fizzled, and the United
States remains a prime destination for stu-
deants seeking to do academic work abroad.

“*Of course I am angry, all Chinese peo-
ple were angry after America bombed our
embassy,”” said Wang Guohua, an engi-
neering student at Qinghua University,
who was visiting the U. S. Embassy in Bei-
Jing last week to apply for a visa. ““But
internationalism is the new trend in the
world. China must also take part in this,
and America is still the best place to
study
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In what must have come as a great relief
to Beijing, the emotional response to the
events in May did not carry over into any
organized attempt by students or other ac-
tivists to commemorate the Tiananmen
Square anniversary. No incidents were re-
ported at any universities, although one
unidentified student scattered leaflets at
the edge of Tiananmen Square that criti-
cized corruption. He was quickly taken
away by police officers, as was an older
man near the square who opened an um-
brella bearing political slogans, including
‘**Remember the 10th anniversary of the
student movement.”

TRYING TO ‘SAVE’ CHINA

According to Jeffrey R. Wasserstrom,
an associate professor of history at Indiana
University at Bloomington and the author
of Student Protests in Twentieth-Century
China: The View From Shanghai (Stanford
University Press, 1991), this year's anti-
American protests bore striking similar-
ities to the 1989 Tiananmen Square demon-
strations. In both cases, he said, students
played a traditional role by trymg to

‘“save” China.

In 1989, the students saw the threat as
corruption, and this year they were deter-
mined not to let the world regard China as
too weak to stand up to foreign bullying. In
both cases, Beijing stressed stability above
all. But a vital difference, Mr. Wasser-
strom said, was that, in the decade be-
tween the two episodes, the Soviet Union
had collapsed.

“Both times, China was saying, ‘We
can’t afford to be in chaos.” But in 1989 the
referent was the chaos of the Cultural Rev-
olution, with people saying we don’t want
to return to Red Guardism,’’ explained Mr.
Wasserstrom. “*In 1999, when the Chinese
government places an emphasis on the
need to maintain stability, it resonates bet-
ter for this student generation. They know
that a lot of places in the former S&¥viet
empire are experiencing very tough times
right now.” L]
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