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The 50 largest urban school
_Systems, ignoring negative pre-
."dictions, are heading for the
on-ramp of the nationwide in-

" formation superhighway.

Urban educators say poor
‘students, like wealthy ones,
should have the classroom
tools to correspond electroni-

- cally with their peersand tore- &

"_trieve data and other treasures
from libraries and museums.
The school leaders are

- buoyed by an alliance recently j

. formed between the Council of
--the Great City Schools, MCI
~—and the California video tech-
Tmenology firm Total Multimedia,
-—m-iInc known as TMM.
o ’I’ms alliance starts the pro-
T =cess that creates the National
e Urban Learning Network, giv-

mmg the schools access to the de-

—eeVeloping superhighway.

AmEGE

“—a=the last to be served by any

orenew emerging technology or |}

x:éemce » says council head Mi-

meechael Casserly. “We have a ¢
Zewhard enough time getting text-

Frag00KS.”
w=wex  Of the nation’s 15,000 school

eSystems, the 50 urban districts |
==exmaking up the council enroll |

rewsome 40% of the country’s
wresblack children, 32% of its His-
Teipanic children and 22% of its
~~veAsian-American youth. Also at
J¥*"’the schools are 30% of the na-
---+.tion’s poor and 37% of its bilin-

. Tgual children.
-~~: With the alliance, the MCI
"I Foundation is contributing
~ $100,000, while the corporation
itself makes available the re-
: sources it has as the nation's
— 'second-largest international
-.telecommunications carrier.
- - TMM has agreed to provide
-~:technology and other high-tech
assistance. The council will
-—start the network with one high
“school in the cities of Nashville,
St. Louis, Portland, Ore., De-
.. troit, San Diego, Baltimore and

“‘“—;Boston.
~= Although the goal is to even-
~—tually connect all 50 urban
~’school districts with their 5.5
- million children, Casserly ad-
" mits “it will obviously take us
-some years to do that.”

.- Casserly is working to rebut

“For inner-city Americaand §
“for our Kids, they are too often §

theories by consumer and civil
rights groups that the regional
telephone companies are plan-
ning to build the first of their
advanced communications nef-
works mainly for the afiluent.
while bypassing poorer areas
and minonties.

The new urban network
seeks $291,374 from the De-
partment of Commerce, alon3
with $739,125 from corporate
and project participants. (s
serly pledges to seek at least an
additional 3500,000 :n confnbu-

tions, mainly from frms near
the scheols mvclved in the net-
work.

Congress is debaung wheth-
er 10 approve a raie structure
that would allow schools free
access to cable'and telephone
lines. Sen. Emest F. Hollings,
D-S.C.. chairman of the Senate
Commerce, Science and Trans-
portation Committee, which
has held a series of hearings,
admits he. {50, is worried about
the disadvaniaged not having
access w the '\e v technology.

e

By Bcb Laied, USA TODAY

The Clinton administration
has made a telecommunica-
tions wish list for every class-
room: two-way voice, data and
video communication by the
year 2000. Education Secre-
tary Richard Riley insists that
any roadblock to the informa-
ton superhighway would make
it *absolutely impossible to
educate the coming generation
of young people to high stan-
dards of excellence.”

Casserly notes some school
districts already have on-line

Schoo]s nvate sector
buﬂdmg road together

A variety of public-private partnerships are in the
works to bring schools into an information superhighway
network. Here are two:

» 345 Santa Clara (Calif.) County schools will be linked
under a $2 million commitment by 3Com Corp., headquar-
tered nearby. Initiaily, the network focuses on Lynbrook,

Overfelt, Pioneer and Dei Mar high schools with a hub- -

and-spoke system for handling network traffic such as
electronic mail. For example, a French language class
uses the Internet for “chat” sessions with other students in
the United States, France and in other countries. The
3Com commitment includes $100,000 in cash, full-fime ex-
pertise in data network consultation and special training
sessions. Santa Clara County has more than 60,000 stu-
dents at 51 high schools. The 33 county school districts
span 854,189 acres, potentially the largest single network
in Northern California.

» Heard of the one-room schoolhouse? Well, BreadNet
is the “one-world schoolhouse” set up specifically for rural
classrooms. The decade-old electronic network is an ex-
tension of the Bread Loaf School, a 75-year-old institution
in Middlebury, Vt., designed to reinvigorate the teaching
of English in American Schools. With a $2.77 million grant
from the DeWitt Wallace-Reader’s Digest Fund, the net-
work now offers fellowships fo up to 60 rural teachers
each summer from the targeted states of Alaska, Arizona,
Mississippi, New Mexico, South Carolina and Vermont.

The teachers spend six weeks at Bread Loaf and use
BreadNet to maintain contact during the school year.

networks and have made sig-
nificant investments in particu-
lar systems or technologies.
However, he says those sys-
tems tend to be divergent, not
interconnected.

TMM — cofounded by rock-
ers Randy Jackson of the Jack-
son 5 and Taylor Kramer of
Iron Butterfly — already has
established a track record in its
use of an array of high-tech
equipment in schools. Head-
quartered in Thousand Oaks,
Calif.,, TMM teamed up with
the nearby Hueneme Elemen-
tary School District about nine
years ago to equip all of the 11
schools with high-tech equip-
ment,

Students at Blackstock and
E.O. Green junior high schools
make broadest use of the
equipment, interacting with
computers in the subject areas
of history, literature, English as
a second language, mathemat-
ics and science.

Ronald Resc:gno, Hueneme

district superintendent, says a
computerized curriculum is
being developed not only for
his schools but to be sold to
school districts nationwide.
Revenue from the sales will be
plowed back into the schools,

Rescigno boasts that the
7,800 mainly minority students
in the district typically score in
the top 1 of the country in
writing skills, and equally well
in higher thinking skills. He
adds the district's cost is typi-
cally $4,060 per student, less
than half New York City’s
budget and two-thirds the na-
tional average.

“The major advantage for
techinology in urban schools is
that we have such a diversity of
children and diversity of learn-
ing styles that you need a more
individualized approach that
technology can deliver to
make sure that every child is
getting precisely what he or
she needs in exactly the way he
or she needs it,”” says Casserly.

demand
safety
reforms

By Tamara Henry
USA TODAY

The American Federation of
Teachers called Tuesday for
tough policies to make schools
havens for learning.

Wrapping up a five-day con~
vention in Anaheim, Calif., del-
egates of the 852,000-member,
union denounced the growing
levels of disruptive and some-
times violent student behavior
in U.S. schools. They adopted
policy resolutions that call for:

» “Zero tolerance” in all
school districts for drugs,
weapons, crime and violence. .

» A national standardized:
system of reporting incidents
of violence in U.S. schools.

» Alternative schools for dis-
ruptive students who cannot.
function in regular classrooms.”

“Education reform has be-
come a national issue. None of
these reform efforts will suc-
ceed if we don't restore disci-
pline in our schools, and that
means setting clear codes of
conduct for student behavior
and giving school staff the au-
thority to enforce those codes,”
says Albert Shanker, 65, who
has headed the AFT for 20
years and was re-elected Tues-
day to another two-year term.

Shanker, who is battling can-
cer, says the personal, educa-
tional and social costs of vio-
lence are great. Each day, he
says 135,000 juveniles carry-
guns and fear keeps 160,000
students away from school.

In other action, delegates
called for a moratorium on-
public school contracts with-
the private management firm.
Education Alternatives Inc.-
The AFT says the nine Balfi-
more public schools managed.
by EAI are doing worse aca--
demically, yet EAI receives $2
million in profit. EAI says ma--
jor school changes typically’
won't show improvements for
years.




