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The Study of the Learning Achievements of the 3
Graders on learning the local Materials in Social
Studies Course

Pao-Chi Chin

Associate Research Fellow, National Academy for Educational Research

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the learning
achievements of the 3" graders who learned the local materials in Social

Studies course. The investigation is the paper test which compares the

achievement of the 3" graders who used the local materials in Social

Studies with those who used the regular three different editions of the
textbooks.

The paper test is developed by the research group. The paper test

has three sections, intended to evaluate knowledge of the local materi-

als, the content of textbooks and the combined content respectively. The

total of 2392 samples includes the 102 3" grade classes in 50 counties/

cities local Materials which developed their own local materials in So-

cial Studies course. They learned these local materials for one semester

year.

The two groups of the 3" graders took the same paper test both at
the beginning(pre-test) and the end of the 3" grade(formal-test).

The results of the pre-test showed the two groups of the students

did not differ significantly, that means the two groups begin at the same

level.
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The results of the paper test in this study showed that no matter
which editions of the textbooks the 3™ graders used, those who learned
the local materials in Social Studies course performed significantly
better than those who did not learn in both the knowledge of the local
materials and the combined content respectively. In the content of text-
books, those who learned the local materials in Social Studies course
of Nan-I and Han-lin editions, performed significantly better than those
who did not learn as the same. Only those who use Kan-shuang editions,
the two groups did not differ significantly.

According to the results of the paper test, the learning achieve-
ments of the 3" graders on learning the local Materials in Social Studies
Course are very significant. It means that the local Materials in Social
Studies Course are important and are worthy to be improved to all the

3" graders.

Keywords: social studies course, local materials of counties/cities, paper
test
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