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Evaluation of Teacher Training Policies in the United
States, Japan and Taiwan

Yu-Cheng Sheng
Doctoral Student, Department of Education
Tohoku University in Japan

Abstract

Due to globalization, the quality of teachers has increasingly become the
focus of teacher training reform in different countries. Through literature
review, this research examined the differences in teacher training policy
reform based on the features of teacher training in the United States, Japan
and Taiwan. It is hoped that the findings can be used as reference for
determining our country's teacher training policies. Results showed that:1.
Teacher certification continues to be a requirement for teachers;2. Closed
systems have replaced open reserve systems;3.Course content for teacher
training tend to be homogenous;4.Practicum courses are established to
cultivate professionally competent teachers;5.Teacher evaluations are
conducted to ensure teacher quality;6.The close relationship between
education and teacher training pertains to teacher training at the higher
education level;7.Many channels are available for teacher training.

Suggestions are made based on these findings. Recommendations for
our nation's teacher training policy include:1.Establish a systematic plan
for connecting teacher certification renewal to participation in teacher
seminars;2.Provide teachers with diversified lifelong learning opportunities;
3.Implement a ranking system for teacher certification to motivate teachers
to take initiative in their learning;4.The implementation of teacher training
policies should be consistent with international standards, comply with
national criteria, and a set of applicable and corresponding measures should
be developed accordingly.

Keywords : teacher education, Taiwan, U.S.A., Japan
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