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International exchanges are an important factor in the development of libraries
and the dispatching of library staff on overseas trips is one of important ways to
promote international exchanges. The government includes budgetary allocations for
staff members from each agency to attend conferences, inspections, visits, training and
research programs, and negotiations. This paper draws on overseas travel reports and
both allocated and actual budget data in order to assess the international business travel
of the National Central Library over the last sixteen years (2001-2016), using
quantitative and content analysis. This paper considers how much funding the

government has allocated, how many business trips abroad have been supported, and
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which opportunities for international exchange have been pursued by the National
Central Library staff. Which countries and institutes were visited, and with what
expected results? In addressing these questions, this paper reflects on the international
travel practices of the Library and their effectiveness in promoting international

exchange.
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