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A Study of Liang Qichao’s Patronal Translation
Activities during the Late Qing Dynasty

Xi-bo Tian

As one of the most influential patrons during the late Qing Dynasty, Liang Qichao
attached the greatest importance to translation. By means of direct and indirect
translation activities such as the translation of political novels, the creation of
communities, the founding of translation bureaus, newspapers and periodicals, the
publication of articles advocating the translation of western books and submission
to Guangxu memorials, Liang Qichao promoted the development of translation.
Ideological and economic factors as well as status are involved in the practice of
patronage. In view of the patron’s influence in political and literary areas, both the
source language and translating strategies were controlled by Liang Qichao. In fact,
in choosing the source language in order to disseminate western learning in China as
well as to cultivate the intellect, and bring prosperity to the country and the people, he
advocated “Japanese as the main language and English as subsidiary”, and “books of
political reform prior to other science books”. Liang Qichao made a great contribution
to the translation of works from the late Qing period by means of “Alignment of

translation and politics”.
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