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The initiation of the Taiwan Citation Index - Humanities and Social Sciences
(TCI-HSS) was due to the need for a more complete citation index database to
support the journal assessments for the humanities and social sciences domain in
Taiwan. The Taiwan Social Science Citation Index (TSSCI) and Taiwan Humanities
Citation Index (THCI) were developed long before 2012, the year that scholars and
the National Science Council (NSC, reformed into Ministry of Science and
Technology in 2014) decided to merge these databases to enable an economic,
efficient, and sustainable way for the long-term management and development of a
citation index for these fields. The National Central Library (NCL) was entrusted to
undertake the integration project, and in a collaboration with the NSC and the
Advisory Committee for the TCI-HSS, the TCI-HSS database system was created,
and the content development and system functionalities enhancement has shown
steady progress. The TCI-HSS is a great improvement over its predecessor, and can
support more kinds of evaluation and assessments. This paper first explains the
current state of the TCI-HSS database system through the following sections:
introduction to the background and purpose of the construction of this TCI-HSS
database system; explanation of research methodology, statistics about metadata
records of ‘source records’ and ‘cited references’ to illustrate an overall picture about
the content of the database system; overview of statistics about the percentage
distribution of material types found in all of the ‘cited references’; discussion of the
usefulness of the TCI-HSS database system through the statistics of webpage usage;
discussion of the benefits of utilizing the continuously growing databases owned by
the NCL in constructing both ‘source records’ and ‘cited references’ for the TCI-HSS
database. Then in the conclusion, the authors summarize the advantages of

integrating several databases into one TCI-HSS. This includes enabling the



e B B R R R T B SO SRS SRS [k BEEH R 3

planning of journal assessment to reconsider the proportion of different indicators.
The database can thus be developed rapidly to support various kinds of evaluation
and assessments, serving as a portal for researchers. In addition, the authors give
some suggestions to improve both the metadata construction for this database as well
as the preservation and promotion of valuable scholarly materials. Finally, for future
consideration, the authors have offered recommendations for improving
classifications and for more accurately and efficiently linking authors. It is hoped that
this TCI-HSS database system will continue to be developed into a useful tool to

serve the scholarly community.
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