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Abstract

Taking the disadvantaged students as the focus group, this study explored the status
quo, problems and adaptive strategies of the the after-school care programs at elementary
schools in urban areas in Taiwan, and compared the differences between different cities.
The study adopted the methods of questionnaire, document analysis, and focus group
interview to collect data. The results analysis revealed that: the penetration of after-school
care at elementary schools in urban areas was high, but it still required improvement in
disadvantaged student groups; main problems they faced when providing after-school
care service were fund and manpower shortage and unqualified care teams; if this
program cooperated with civil resources and continued to organize on-the-job training
courses of after-school care, it could improve the quality of after-school care for the
disadvantaged students; the differences were in the organization of the after-school care
and the role it played for the disadvantaged students among different urban areas. Based
on the conclusions, some suggestions are made for the related departments to adjust the
policy direction of the after-school care for the disadvantaged students.
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