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Body Discourse in Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s Umanoashi

Wang Hsiu-Hsien

Lecture of Department of Applied Japanese Studies, Mingdao University

Abstract

Akutagawa Ryunosuke had a trip to China in 1921, while Umanoashi is a novel published
in 1925.The hero Oshino Hanzaburou in Umanoashi was mistakenly put in the death book by
the inferno servant and had a sudden death out of his hometown. After the servant had been
aware of the mistake, he could only immediately replace the hero’ s rotten leg with a horse leg

and brought him back to life.

The hero who had really hated horses then had a body of “chimera.” He could not
control his own horse leg but was dragged by the original Mongolia horse to separate himself
from his own family galloping in the flowing sand of deserts, not knowing where to go. Hence,
this paper tries to discuss the hero’ s subjectivity and the ideology in Umanoashi with the

hero’ s physical change.

Keywords: Akutagawa Ryunosuke; Umanoashi; Body Discourse; Subject; Ideology
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