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Temple Guardian Gods of the Song and Ming
Dynasties at Japanese Zen Monasteries

Nikaido Yoshihiro*

Abstract

A line in chapter 70 of Shui hu zhuan (#??—J]il The Water Margin) reads:
“Zhang Qing raised a hand in the manner of Zhaobao Qilang” 9=iF= &, S{[l
ﬁ{?}ﬁ—” 4. Reading this, apparently most early readers of Shui hu zhuan would
immediately recall statues of the then-popular temple guardian deity Zhaobao
Qilang ﬁ{f‘é’}ﬁy 4, who is depicted as raising his hand over his eyes as if gazing
into the distance. Later, however, belief in Zhaobao Qilang declined; nowadays
very few people are familiar with Qilang and his posture, and so cannot really
grasp the real meaning of this description.

During the Song and Ming dynasties, belief in Zhaobao Qilang was very
popular in southern China. In the past there existed several temples dedicated
to him in Zhejiang. Some Buddhist temples regarded him as a temple guardian
deity, calling him Daquan Xiuli Pusa 4\@(’%*”% fiz. In Guangde County, Anhui
%f?’{’% i, belief in Cishan Zhang Dadi |l [#=" :ﬁj was also very widespread.
Xihu erji ( E"I‘Iﬁﬁ: £ West Lake: Second Collection) refers to Cishan Zhang Dadi
as “the lord of the world of the spirits” ]! ]5;'%’\“’, S P, There existed
many Zhang Dadi temples in Jiangsu 17 &%, Zhejiang ¥, and Anhui ¥ and
some Buddhist temples also regarded Zhang Dadi as a Temple guardian god.

Due to a flourishing of exchange between Buddhist temples in Southern

* Nikaido Yoshihiro is a professor in the Department of Literature at Kansai University..
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Song China and Japan, many monks traveled back and forth. At that time
Japanese Zen temples were designed and built to closely imitate Song Buddhist
temples, and consequently some temple guardian gods also made the crossing
to Japan. In Japan, Zhaobao Qilang and Cishan Zhang Dadi can still be seen
in some Zen temples, for example at Kencho-ji @;%ffj, Kennin-ji ! [':?JJ ,
Toufuku-ji ﬁﬂﬁ?}, Sennyu-ji %QFIJE‘J, and Jufuku-ji ‘ﬁ%’@\ﬂj . In China, however,
from the Ming dynasty faith in these gods began to slowly decline.

In the Northern Song dynasty, the Japanese monk Jo-jin 7% made the
journey to China in search of Temple guardian gods. Though he was able to find
Dongyue Dadi ﬁ\[fﬁﬁ“k:ﬁ]', Pingshui Dawang 7 “<A= | Wutong Dadi {EJ[*TIJ
and Baihe Lingwang [ 18}& , he did not encounter Guangong [ **. It seems
that by that time few temples worshipped Guangong Fﬂ;’% % as a temple guardian
deity.

At the beginning of the Edo period, the late Ming period in China, Yin Yuan’s
[£7¢ Huang Bo sect (?[1 B¥ Oubaku-shu) arrived in Japan from Fujian f&&!.
The guardian deity in Oubaku temples is Huaguang Dadi %' 3k ﬁ’\:ﬁj Huaguang
Dadi appears in the Ming dynasty novel Journey to the South FF’JHEF?E[ as Ma
Lingguan [ & . Many local Japanese Buddhist temples featured Huaguang,
but many Japanese did not know what kind of god Huaguang was, and later his
name was also forgotten. In China too, faith in Huaguang waned. This article

introduces these forgotten temple guardian gods, and reviews their origins.
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Cishan Zhang Dadi [ '[#=* :ﬁj’ Huaguang Dadi %' 5\ {TFJ



