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Case study of the Immersion Teaching: The learning of
Chinese as their second language by the non-Chinese
speaking primary students in Hong Kong

LIU Pui Lee
The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

This case study aims at sharing two teachers’ experience in using Immersion Teaching
strategies when they were teaching non-Chinese speaking students to learn Chinese as
their second language in a primary school in Hong Kong. Altogether 47 non-Chinese
speaking students from two primary one classes were chosen as the subjects of the study.
The study employs a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, with data
collected through questionnaires, interviews, pre-tests and post-test. Findings indicate that
using Immersion Teaching strategies can help students to learn the Chinese language and
get better results in the subject. The teachers realize that efficient strategies include making
good use of practical thematic approach, maximizing the use of Chinese as the teaching
medium and immersion reading. The students enjoy learning through the practical
thematic approach, learning by playing games and organizing their learning portfolios.

Keywords

Immersion Teaching, non-Chinese speaking students, second language learning, Chinese
language teaching
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