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The State Logic of College Graduates’
Employment System in Mainland China:
Employment as a Political Issue

Wu Nian Q1*

Abstract

The issue of China college graduates’ employment has been heatedly
discussed at different levels as an educational, economic, and social issue,
which leads to various findings. The author maintains, however, that the
issue is more of a political nature. Upon the founding of PRC, to maintain
stability in the drastically changing society and to ensure sufficient
manpower supply, the government practiced centralized job assignment
for all college graduates. At the adoption of the reformation and opening
policy, the issue of college graduates’ employment in a market-oriented
system has turned itself into a political priority. However, the turn of the
new century, being unemployed becomes the origin of social instability,
and the policies shifting to vigorously promote employment service.
This reaffirms the belief that employment issue is a political issue of high
priority in the state logic.
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