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A self-directed learning project in Chinese writing lessons:
A review on two-year experience and teacher’s role in the
project

CHONG Chun Fai Irvin & TANG Man Ling Esther
ELCHK Lutheran Secondary School

Abstract

Researchers found that self-directed learning (SDL) could effectively enhance students’
motivation and learning outcome. In the past two years, our school has implemented
a SDL project in Chinese writing lessons in the junior forms with a focus on “The
description of people”. Secondary One students were required to use SDL strategies and
present their projects in groups. This study analyses the results of the two-year project.
To enable students benefit from the SDL project, the study explores the important role of
teachers in classroom management, selecting effective strategies in project planning and
assessment.

Keywords

self-directed learning, Chinese learning in Hong Kong secondary schools, teacher’s role in
self-directed learning
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