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A Study of Judicial Interpreters’ Using of
FB Social Network

Brenda Yaling Chen  Peter Chen

Abstract

The worldwide advancement of information technology and modes of
transportation have gradually dismantled national boundaries in the twenty-
first century. This advancement contributes to the flux of human migrations
and mobility of goods across borders. Consequently, the demand for
interpreters, especially conference and judicial interpreters is growing.
Traditional means of communication have gradually appeared obsolete in
comparison to popular social networking tools such as Facebook, Twitter,
and LinkedIn. In the present study, the researchers deal with how a judicial
interpreter association utilizes social networking tools such as Facebook to
integrate its resources and enhance information transfer among its members.
First, the researchers review the purpose and function of social networking
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn, and the dominant role
played by Facebook. Secondly, the researchers discuss the establishment
of FB social networks “Taitung County Foreign Language Interpreters
Association”( = B % 41 38 38 3% 175 & ) and “Judicial Interpreters Self-Help
Association”( H] 1% i 3% & B #H # ).One primary difference between these
two social networks lies in that the former one was set up to facilitate the
operation of an existing actual organization, while the latter was launched
with the actual entity currently still in the planning stage. Next, the
researchers conduct surveys and interviews among member interpreters

of these two networks. Based on the results of interviews and surveys, the
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researchers comment on the positive and negative effects of using FB, and
industry.

speculate on the future development of social networking in the interpretating
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ﬁ

We need to understand the potential for greater flexibility of communication
and association to create new alliances that have the potential to work
through once rigid institutional forms and help to de-monopolize existing

modes of exclusion and power structures.
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