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The Southeast Asian Heritage Language
Policies in Taiwan

Yu Ching Yeh*

Abstract

Two issues of the heritage language policy are addressed in this paper:
the heritage language policy should be made based on stakeholders’
opinions, and the heritage language of new immigrants in Taiwan: “mother
language” or a “second language”. A questionnaire was distributed to 446
4th-6th grade students and their parents, among whom the mothers are
all from Vietnam. The findings show that those cross-national marriage
families have limited language resources. The dominant languages at home
are Mandarin and Taiwanese, with Vietnamese used in less than 3% of the
homes. Most parents want their children to learn Mandarin and Taiwanese
first, and then English. Vietnamese is usually considered the least
important. In most families, both the local father and Vietnamese mother
regard English as more important than Vietnamese for their children. The
following suggestions are made based on the findings: a) The aims of
the heritage language policies should be rephrased, as it is found that the
heritage language is regarded a communication tool instead of a valuable
cultural asset or a possible career instrument in the future. b) Southeast
Asian languages should be defined as languages for the practical needs of
various ethnic groups rather than just “mother languages”. ¢) The learning
objectives should be adjusted according to the needs of different learners.
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