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Small High School Educational Reform
Movement in the United States

June S. Chen*

Abstract

There has been widespread agreement in the United States that traditional
comprehensive high schools are no longer able to prepare students
for the rapidly changing world. A series of studies have identified
many shortcomings in the organization, curriculum, and instructional
practices of traditional comprehensive public high schools. A growing
body of evidence, on the other hand, is showing that small schools are
demonstrating positive influences on students, families, and communities.
This paper examines the small high schools movement in the United States
that has emerged since the mid-70s. It begins with the development of
large public high schools in the U. S., their shortcomings and the origins
of the small high schools movement. By examining four cases of small
high school movement in urban school districts in the U. S., the paper
continues to analyze the features that have led to the effectiveness of small
high schools. The author hopes that the study can serve as a reference for
policymakers, researchers, and practitioners in Taiwan in their effort to
develop small scale high schools.

Keywords: small schools, high schools in the United States, educational
reform
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5¢§"¢?j?§fﬁﬂ[ﬂ£@§@§%§€ﬁ£ (Cleary & English, 2005 ; Kahne, Sporte, de
la Torre, & Easton, 2008 ) -

FEA IS SUBEY D 2 B SR S g, (National
Association of Secondary School Principals, NASSP) & " + " 5L 755
Jﬁlfgﬁlf T;’? . (Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching )
O o SRR Iy 5 g PR > 2R 1996 F 5T A
o (TR (Breaking Ranks ) i&ﬁ?, ’ i&ﬁ?, F R IS5 2
¥ s 80 PR - M S H R F G
F'ﬁJiIF",;"I Pl b fé,'JHlElfJEVSFE'I 1=V (Legters, Balfanz, & McPartland,
2002) - &iﬁﬁf&%wl‘ ) ?J 7\ ’J)]EIUFFII'JH[E[;TLI' ﬁglg‘ff%"g?;fﬁ,y S 4
(RIS B ’J‘fﬁ%’ﬁﬂ%% P HERLTE 90 R SBIE
A B | B gy s T 21
SV s SUBIRAI IR ULSE B ORI - i
B SR B pLE R T fﬂf?ﬁ?ﬁ‘%ﬁiﬁ (Smaller Learning
Communities, SLCs) ( Cleary & English, 2005) -
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= 5,000 i 2% 1 % & BT BB FIVE T 119 ff] Al 3 Al ) 9
ARSI PO o E L H T L I Wt (factory model)
Eifj%»ﬁggf’;r?] ﬁﬂ;{:]“si 7 FL B — 6 Fi;;ﬁ’orpfﬂl@%fﬁuJ (failing institution )
(Cleary & English, 2005 ; Lee & Ready, 2007) o
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RS (RS EIR st P s 45 JT‘@ = ﬂﬁ‘i"?ﬂk HE]
%EWW¥ ) 5 75 wm@ﬁ@ yﬁﬂg TR TN
,;? k’/ff fﬂjiﬂ & (Kelly & Sheppard, 2010 ; Lee &
Ready, 2007)

"EJ%LJH{‘U—Hs =r 4 ﬂﬁf?gﬁ ﬁF[ZEI#/H SETTEIE Imjjlaﬁrflﬁ F]Iﬁjﬁ?ﬁﬂ
PTG A d=st Rl e ORt L j%*ﬂﬁ%ﬁ
ATHL ][RIV SP AR s AR o BT L*ﬂﬂ%ﬁlﬁl?ﬁlf AL Y
P B T T RIS R SR bm@¢ﬁ
LR = > 2 S SRS R S OB B
HL S PO T I SRS DRI 5 7]
ﬁlfﬁﬁfﬁ > (French, Atkinson, & Rugen, 2007 ; KeIIy&Sheppard,
2010) -

>~ FR AR Y T REFE R

P b B[R S (R T S
W 2o J%% A AR VIR TSR ERTRT eSS P AR
MR T TR TSR e R
fﬁff)u%gﬁu | B2 (small by design) > ﬁlJ?[Ef’FTJﬁf%EﬁWYt e~
[ 17 J, fipggr sk E IR ] BEEAE (small by default) (Lee & Ready,
2007) o 1 P By L P By e S R
73 Bl

— ~ RN PR ER
T BT IEI‘J*FJTQVE%E'%’J‘??E@ E PRI R S
B LA E L T ﬁ plid '/ Y [v James Bryant Conant'éfﬁ’]ﬁﬁ EESAN

ﬁ&ﬁufg flio IE' ,itl 1959 F fiy <<FJ rjguﬂ\[as«lfg fl1)  (The American
High School Today )  [*=lIA[IFRE] - iyl * B, 7 455 400 = (RIK



24

BOHTERIRTI 576200 2014 1S

TEEECT & 100 1) o ST R gy L Tfﬁ gﬂﬁ*ﬁfﬂ'ﬁ%} (Lee
& Ready, 2007) - fij Fine % Somerville (1998) “Jﬁ—fﬂ“ il
OB HEAHLT | 200 % 350 f5 K5 - iy B - BETIIT) 400 =
500 KL » S L ISR J/F ST ) RLSfORS % 2
= ijéﬁ

I 1 B PRERBREA 2 F 12 RO R RIS A
T ()3~ > 2000 : Cotton, 2001 ; Lee & Ready, 2007) :

(=) FHL % (house plan) & 7~ FPHIUEEA [ 15 5
SHPHLF S WP Y FRPE - @R - L R
B R A F»?[;ﬁ@jﬂﬁﬂfri (host school ) [iUFKAL= jﬁgﬁ‘ﬂ* 1= flet
FHYFAE Fre PSS FrsaRz P22 g R -

(=) K™= (minischool) 3K M ERFE T Fie TRUFAE W 558
R (HE P R AR S R SRR R

=) M (schools-within-a-school) : T’ﬁﬁﬁ%‘t}’?‘fr ([ A ABLE
VSRV PSR o~ SRR e bR - R A TR
[ T S A AL 7F§E lﬁﬂﬁ' EpFTe TESSEET > M T e E0E - (E
PR E PRSI BRI R T R R R R
B o Rl AR R P B A = mﬁ °

(p4) JEEP Fi2 o] BS54 (autonomous small school ) : ﬁ@g’]
SR ETE F e DB pumf R RLEEE PR T e T [l R SE
PoR o (T S SEETEPOE SRS, RUSRUES F12 s E
o TSR e ]~ A S5 ]
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Atkinson =* Rugen (2007 ) f J’ﬁll‘d“ | F'Jﬁ Hur?] el5 el 32T B | E
FAELWTE(] 1970 F Ui FEHIE Deborah Meier & Z[[ 3£ H, = ﬂﬁjgh
(Progressive Movement) [URERVEYEY » 2 RG] BISPAL T ﬂ?glgl
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ATRUFSH A %lj fi J]JFWFE% ﬂj% DN Y RS 22 (Central Park
East Elementary School ) ; [#& % Deborah Meier 7+ Teodore Sizer F;l@#‘
%m"%‘ﬁEJJ ( Coalition of Essential Schools ) fufs=™ » =g =" Tl
HH\ 15, (Central Park East Secondary School) - 7 ?ﬂ [“I'—“
s ELSCB BT [t | RIS e R t'fﬁlﬂiﬁ%“‘aﬁa =T
IR ST PR RS R RO T RIS F e
BP0 (U85 ~ o o 21 ﬂﬁﬁ*)v&%wma
) RO S SRR -
=gt > BT T ﬂ | (Microsoft) gJ&E* Bill Gates Frery = fiu T2,

?i‘fﬁLﬁ 1 ; (Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation ) 90 = {4 H§[4¢ F‘
AT Wfi;ﬁiﬂ LR aEERT ﬁ 15 l%r?:t%?%i[ﬁﬁ'*ﬁﬁqfll 'J%ﬁ
waﬁﬂﬁoﬁPﬁﬂﬁﬁw%ﬂ"E“%$¥%Eﬁ®@Béﬁfﬁwrl
B f T2 XA IR O SR
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el U m[T’ T OE L SRR
E#‘%r‘%& ui F[ y = 7’5 ?;é&&%}%gu s $HENE J"Eﬂjg[
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ity S W (R ﬁg%ﬁﬂmﬁ SR 2t T AN A XA O
=1 & 2,000 Fef ] BT EIUS iy FrEE SR D B
AU8 (- sy R E ISR A 0235 H (Kelly & Sheppard, 2010 ; Lee &
Ready, 2007 ) -

R R A O 5] 9 SO AT - S5 i AR L
S PO CRTLRLS 5 ik 3 ORI JRL01H7Y
2001 & spp vy R o T = &) (No Child Left Behind
Act, NCLB) A[HEFHAGES ™ A BRI AT YV I 20w G 1,000 &2
ES F[\H\#JFQ,J PR dikg o] F'J@E?%ﬁ'frh;i ; (Smaller Learning
Communities Program) > ﬁﬂiﬂlﬂﬂ*ﬁ Fl vz epo g = e 28 2 R
ANIEGI F”*ﬁ%ﬁw T2 R RS pUEE %ﬂ* lﬁﬂﬁ AR
EIES SEkE t[Jf Eﬁ%&#]ﬁx (block schedulmg) + = f=' (theme-based )
2R AYE (academy) SV S UMD RIS = PRIV 2B
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2 (career academy ) ~ I'] R&LIEZE4E (magnet school ) =7 (28~
2000 ; United States Department of Education, Office of Vocational and
Adult Education, 2008) -

N PR R N

KBIF L B 90 F A& e || RS ERUEIY

oA Bk ﬁﬁ FIPSSEL e P f g Pt ) BTl pl B T E ] -
: T <5 ﬂfﬂ fl1, (Talent Development High Schools )

L Legters Balfanz = McPartland (2002) I'] & [as«l T4 A Jr;g ﬁﬂ
(United States Department of Education) (1998) FIJ%F[ ) Fj/—ﬁ‘::gg
ey FIT fcméﬁkﬁllﬁg,ﬁi_’%’\* (John Hopkins University ) rﬁ | e
EEW‘L'HI‘L“ , (Center for Research on the Education of Students Placed
at Risk, CRESPAR ) Frf[=t pra— %Ejﬁ,rjflm’srﬁ'. E & F’[?‘ﬂfﬁj?ﬁﬁiﬁj\ ]
SR O T~ B e S B rmeggmgpgg%
B AT L SR S OSSR T
FEP) o Ry R RIS g o e e %ﬁ!,’ﬁ]l (Patterson High
School ) PRE&FEE T ol N5 e 7 > HORLES 1995-06 577 W] 7=
CRESPAR %@r [Pl R %Eli‘fiﬁfﬁﬁ’?%%w [ e SR EL IR T
R J*W}""ﬂ[%ﬁ;lrﬁ.ﬁ;f

rj,F :ﬁ%lﬁ FlT e R pu ST {&E‘Fg:fd;,ﬁe%@ﬁ(pﬁ”;ﬂ —,ﬁ':?[flf
e PR I 2 MRBEOF RS TR
F‘[b%?i f;ﬂiﬂrfu = R R B SR s Ad s, FRER
A e O SRR RS U - ey
aﬁyn PUIEIT

(=) JeE % pu TRy =R (Ninth Grade Success Acade-
my) :fli%fd ”’é%;l@guﬁgﬁ_m | I fxgm[gu[;gggg ol w5
A7 6 F“L"ﬁb*{'ﬁ REFS VI 0 SRR [ PR 2 iy
wtwr—] T 'F”v*[ﬁﬁﬂ RIS o T ‘f/*t'i{éﬁﬁ URETE R
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B e PIBE S Y -

(=) g e py THIESPGI,  (Career Academies for the Upper
Grades) * EUSAHITOPFHS - [[IOIRLIG - 52 Ry 3
SRR T FIFVBVES HUR 10 2 12 F Rpuse 2 SR FIpOREE - B
(0% 5 [ F) 250-350 &% dkegh > Py [l VR R (R
oz b~ PR BURRISEET) o BRELE SR BHEA T [R
BVFL PV SR - DS F s SR

(=) = ﬁﬁgﬁliﬁ EFH (Core Curriculum for a Four-Period
Day) : 504 5% PHafFN > 2 afFiss 80 = 90 5364 - (R Z [SF9t -

FFI"E Eiﬂj: FlF[DL[?F?BEAIIT%,IMIH,F?L‘W\;E(W [grﬂ %Ilj’i‘i%g’
R FREE] 2R RIS & d;;ﬁg%ei o 1
i

_-EI

(P FiF15 8 (Twilight School ) = 7% # By (1478 2 15 HL ]
Egm§§ﬁﬁ§&uﬁw&ﬁu+#§,}%Jﬂﬁﬁ E$J (S D  ZEpY
P e o S PRI AT R

=~ PEfr E 4 (First Things First, FTF) @ 1§ Legters -
Balfanz == McPartland (2002) I'] ¥ = [ﬁ)‘i'%’afﬂ ?"fﬁ\ ﬁﬂ (United States
Department of Education) (1998 ) Elfﬂ%@f, » DEIV R ERUSRY TS
ﬁa’yﬁ'@?’ﬁwﬁ[[@\ ; (Institute for Reform and Research in Education,
IRRE ) Frrgif B i 781 = ol S et 18 > BT I | B 7 K
%:Mﬁﬁ*mw*i R P B DAL P E SRy

}JFTJ" ﬁﬁ'izrj:*fjﬁ%i‘?’[[ﬁ ﬂfiy‘;‘;'z:\’ﬂ el r,ﬁgﬁ, flT (Wyandott High
School) FEHE: JHW 1998 F [l 8 FTR AL > Sk oz
EVER LB S ) T L R (RTPAE HH‘*¢?>WTW%?
TR I—QIEJTELJ EeE D o (B ?%ipj]}ﬁ ST IR EAE A
Mpmg%,mW*Fw?%@ﬁxﬁWJﬁiwm@%ﬁﬁ e
F“‘TF:':@ 2o SUEHIVTEIN S H F“@_Iﬁ Fol o puse 2 fgpup” 259% > =
B | TRIRERV S & SR ST b= {ye (557 57% » 0y = %"“»Eﬁ EIUH'.?“J%E?
FR SR IR o B e F#i\@tﬂﬁrﬁj ( Ewing
Marion Kauffman Foundation) * 3 [ES«I‘“%E*‘[ ) ?‘ ELJ%:‘Q""‘L > FTF
A= = = 2 A I i glﬁj&#‘cu?ﬂ ( Legters, Balfanz, &
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McPartland, 2002 )
(=) Bﬁf%fif?“g'%ﬁ'lﬁﬁﬁﬁ”iﬂr
(=) B Ao ?F'J%EFHTJrﬁ*FFIJfHTHI R e
(=) T*i[ﬁ\}‘ﬂﬁ e~ P S 2 USRI
(Y ) L gy o ngﬁﬂ ?ig&cf fﬂ'ﬁ ‘PEIE'I ( perfo-

%’
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() ) * H iy 22 e iudn s » W0 T IRy £
El@%”sr%%fﬁj‘ﬁié‘, ;

(5 USSR pusp = SR  BPEPR Y TRR T R R
U TP

(=) SFE W 0P~ RS S 2 R
fi
S WpEpe T FIJHIQ ;ﬁl%*i-ﬁg, , (Chicago High School
Redesign Initiative, CHSRI) @ /i kL= SCav = AAvEl » ¢ ?F’IH
42 f’ AU o fglfjﬁ} R PUES E R FI R T RS Ti 2000 =
2001 2 7 B e R E o [E) BAG T M &iﬁ&ﬁ o iy 7 %
Sl BB ) T e 3 2 e VA L= FIJH[%&E?[K@,&[&I%“P ApE ﬂj%&@‘ﬂj%&
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JFJ fl1T> ] 2008 ﬁF UEFRYS T RLAORYEE o R 1T F] F'Jﬁ I[F
ﬁqghﬁjrﬁ ( Kahne, Sporte, de la Torre, & Easton, 2008 ) -
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5 B P R Joel Klein fud ffV T TR ZGLE G AT
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R SEpuEs (Cleary & English, 2005) -

Fl 5 “4’5[“1&! Jmu&g;ﬁg— MDRC ( fjij~}£% Manpower Demonstr-
ation Research Corporation » [ 2003 E‘“'Iﬁ“}ij’%&*ﬁé‘jil S
MDRC) (2013) fﬁfdﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ% Al BT IH'FF'F TR
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