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Early Childhood Education and

Care Reform in Japan-Debate

on Integration or Separation of
YOCHIEN and HOIKUSHO and the
Cultivation of High Qualified Citizens

Lee-Fong Wong*

Abstract

The “integrated kindergarten-nursery school policy” can be viewed as
the indicator of contemporary policy reform of early childhood education
in Taiwan and Japan. It also responds to one of the possible solutions to
the trend of declining birth dates. This paper studies integrated laws and
regulations relating to the Japanese declining birth rates, and all kinds of
data covering the legislations, government white papers, reports (gathered
by the economic/early childhood educational governmental agencies
since 1990). The changes on the question of separation, continuity,
and integration of HOIKUSHO (nursery schools) and YOCHIEN
(kindergartens) are analyzed in this study. The Japanese government
dealt with the issues of early childhood education and care in relating to
social factors such as overall education, economy, family structure, equal
employment and child welfare, and social contribution. As such, these
problems are more complicate. As consequence, it is more difficult to
promote the policies. Currently, the Japanese government has proposed a
comprehensive reform of social security and tax, hoping that the dilemma
in child care and child-rearing would be solved by 2015.
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