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International Understanding and
Self-other Relations: Deconstruction
and Reconstruction of Taiwan Images

Ya-Hsuan Wang*

Abstract

In order to understand international education one has to look outwards,
and then to look back inwards. This paper suggests an inward look to
reconstruct a new Taiwan image for international education. It addresses
that multicultural education is not only rooted in local contexts but also
intertwined with global contexts. This paper has two purposes: first, it aims
to critically examine Taiwan’s image within the international relations
by studying the factors of marginalization, the others, and stigmatization;
second, it attempts to explore the possibility of a reconstruction of the new
Taiwan image by referring to the academic approach of Taiwan’s studies.
Finally, it reviews the image of Taiwan in the eyes of the others and the
image of the others in Taiwan’s eyes: Taiwan as a multicultural society
of speech freedom and high technology, and Taiwan as a country of
negative in terms of culture aspect. To reconstruct Taiwan, the strategy of
deconstruction and reconstruction of the old and the new image of Taiwan,
respectively, should be adopted. A national and international students’
discourse on Taiwan’s image based on the Competitive Identity Theory is
suggested.

Keywords: self-other relations, the other theory, competitive identity
theory, international education, international bilateral
understanding
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