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Postcolonial Reflections on
International Rating of Educational
Achievement — The Case of IEA
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Abstract

International rating competition of educational achievements such as
the projects held by IEA, OECD and Olympics has been widely taken.
This paper is criticizing the colonial habit of comparing educational
achievements based on the criteria of the mother-countries. The paper
begins first with a short introduction to the world organizations and
international rating policy of educational achievement. It then examines
the methodological problems of international comparisons by means
of postcolonial reflection on the application of macro/micro-politics on
the local socio-economics, policy, school, classroom, and pedagogical
contexts. This paper concludes that (1) such a rating is based on narrow
interpretation and national stereotype; (2) a good interpretation must be
achieved by a multi-dimensional understanding; (3) international rating
should not be monopolized by any machine of global culture-colonial
character; (4) Present colonial rating system should be prevented. It would
not be accepted as a world of assessment as a source of data; and (5) any
international rating culture should not be taken for human values valuation.
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