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Multicultural School Reform based on
Cultural Pleasure: Construction and
Reflection

Ya Hsuan Wang

Abstract

Multicultural education has been promoted in Taiwan for a long time, yet the
difficulty of its implementation lies in the lack of multicultural environment in
schools. Schools are not seen as an arena of multiple ideologies and powers.
Under the existing environment, classroom teachers are the only source for
students to experience cultural responsive teaching and cultural communication.
However, it is impractical for teachers to conduct multicultural education in
a classroom within limited time and resources. The fundamental approach is
to reconstruct the existing school environments into multicultural ones. This
research is based on the case study of a primary school which reconstructs itself
towards multicultural school under the pressure of mini-school abolishment
policy. Empirical data were collected through observations, interviews and
focused group discussions with the principal and all the teachers. This paper
presents the 3-stage formation with the various obstacles of becoming a
multicultural school and discloses its dilemma between academic achievement
and happy learning, between mainstream culture and minority cultures, and the
hidden inequality behind multicultural inclusion. The key to success is the hope

and cultural pleasure that is felt anywhere and anytime in the school.
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