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Feminist Reflections on Civic Engagement:
Universalism vs. Particularism

Su-chiu Chen
Assistant Professor, Department of Civic Education and Leadership
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Since the 1990s, political theorists have drawn more and more attention
to discussing how civic engagement affects the performance of democracy.
This article reviews feminist critiques and revisions of theories of civic
engagement in traditional political philosophy, and contends that the
essential interest of feminist reflections is to include particularities into the
idea of civic engagement that have traditionally been biased to celebrate
universalism.

Feminist political philosophies tend to include particularities by
implementing deliberative democracy. This feminist type of pro-differences
deliberative democracy includes the following characteristics: 1.emphasizing
the application of rights of voicing in public communication, rather than
viewing them as distributive things; 2. bringing the presence of body and
emotion into public deliberation; 3. pursuing a multiple public instead of a
single public through consensus; and 4. adopting differences as significant
resources for reaching objective conclusions.

In response to the feminist inclusion of particularities within civic
engagement, this article suggests feminist inclusive democracy also requires
fostering new civic competences in citizenship education: first, the capacity
to apply different ways of creating life narratives; second, the capacity to
understand the affective context in which citizen fellows  narratives are
embedded; and third, the capacity to recognize the value of different forms
of civic engagement.

Keywords: civic engagement, feminism, civic competence, deliberative
democracy, universalism vs. particularism
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