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Analysis of the Paradigms of Civic Education in
Schools in Taiwan after Democratic Transition

Fu-Yuan Chuang
Associate Professor , Department for Public Affairs and Civic Education
National Changhua University of Education

Abstract

Since 1990s, our nation has been in democratic transition. The paradigms
of our civic education in schools, including the concepts of citizenships, the
content of civic education courses and so on, have been structural affected
by the change of the relationship between our nation and society.

First of all, the concepts of citizenships have been transited from the
aspects of "common good" in civil republicanism or supreme "personal
rights" in liberalism to "community" in communitarianism and "recognize
of multiple cultures and their differences" in multiculturalism, which are the
mainstream philosophies of civil value and virtue.

Secondly, the focus of interaction between nation and society involving in
civil life was "national civic education" in authoritarian period when nation
is the top priority, and now the focus has become "social civic education" in
modern deepening period when philosophy of civil society is propagated.

Finally, the civic education in schools in the early time was the
interdisciplinary integration model that targeted "to train students to be ideal
and standard citizens", and now it changes to the civil society model that
aims "to construct an ideal and perfect civil society".

Although the paradigms in the transiton aren't totally "incommensurable"
or incomparable with one another, the paradigms of civic education has been
co-constructed layer by layer as a 'paradigm complex" and the alteration
between layers is clear like the spectrum shift.

Hence, based on the paradigms mentioned above, this essay is mainly
about the analysis and discussion of the paradigms through premises and
propositions. In the essay, I first define national civic education and social
civic education. Then, four concepts of citizenships and their potential
functions are stated and compared to conduct our civic education in
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schools. Next, I introduce and comment on the content of civic education
transited from interdisciplinary integration model to civil society model
from constructing aspect. In the end, by concluding with the "paradigm
connection", the essay depicts and stresses the characteristics of related
paradigms of our civic education after democratic transition.

Keywords : democratic transition, paradigm transmit, citizenships, interdisciplinary
integration model, civil society model.
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