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Educational Practices of Transitional Justice
for Indigenous Peoples: Analysis of Social
Studies Teachers’ Perspectives on Textbooks

Hui-Min Chou Tai-Jung Lee

This study explored the practice of transitional justice for Indigenous peoples
in education, focusing on social studies teachers perspectives and experiences
following the implementation of Taiwans 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum.
Using qualitative methods, the study conducted semistructured interviews with
50 social studies teachers across Taiwan. The study analyzed their views on
Indigenous education content in textbooks and the teaching challenges they
faced. The findings indicated that, taking their experience of teaching with
textbooks under the former curriculum as a point of reference, the teachers
affirmed that increased coverage of Indigenous topics in the new curriculum
improved ethnic sensitivity and students cultural understanding. However,
challenges remained. For example, the arrangement of textbook content was
fragmented, supplementary material resources were lacking, and teachers did
not have specialized knowledge. The study also highlighted regional disparities:
schools in Indigenous communities reported more favorable teaching
outcomes, and urban and offshore island schools encountered greater
difficulties. Teachers recommended strengthening professional training,
providing systematic supplementary materials, and refining curriculum design
to effectively convey Indigenous cultural content. The findings suggest that
future educational policies should emphasize enhancing teachers culturally
responsive teaching abilities and comprehensively improving educational
support systems to foster reconciliation and authentically implement
transitional justice for Indigenous peoples.
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