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Integrating Intersectionality into High School
Gender History Curriculum Design and
Teaching: An Example Using the Topic of
Footbinding

Meng-Rong Kuo Chia-Ling Yang

This action research examined the topic of footbinding in a high school gender
history course, addressing two persistent issues: treating gender as an “add-on”
and flattening women into a single category of victims. An elective course was
designed around intersectionality and translocational positionality to analyze
oppressors and the oppressed within national and global hierarchies and to
examine differences within each group. The curriculum situates footbinding
within historical contexts, national hierarchies, and gendered racism,
foregrounding womens heterogeneity and agency. After the course, students
moved beyond binary framings and critically assessed the male-dominated
antifootbinding movement through a gendered lens. Using intersectionality and
historical thinking, students located footbinding discourse within a broader
context, interrogating both its historical meanings and prevailing evaluations.
Students recognized womens’ differences and subjectivity and empathized with
the choices and circumstances of womens who practiced footbinding. Through
the action-research cycle, the teacher deepened her understanding of the topic
and students’ prior knowledge, refined her pedagogy, and translated gender
history into student-centered materials. This study demonstrates the promise of
intersectionality in secondary history education, responds to calls in gender
history to integrate intersectional perspectives, and helps bridge gender studies
with gender and history education.
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Vol. 1, 3rd grade 1st semester). San-Min.]
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[Wang, W.-T., Wu, Y.-Q., Xu, W.-L., Guo, M-F., & Xiao, D.-Z. (Eds.). (2023). Senzor high
school elective history (2nd. ed., Vol. 1, 3rd grade 1st semester). Hanlin.]
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[Lin, T-F., Chen, S.J., Liu, W.-B., Shen, Z.-X,, Li, J.-S., Chen, J.-J., Guo, Y.-X,, & Li, M.-
H. (Eds.). (2023). Senior high school history (2nd. ed., Vol. 2, 1st grade 2nd semester).
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[Yang, W.-C., Lee, T.-C., Fang, C.-C., Wang, L.-C., Wang, S.-Y., Yang, K.-L., & Kao, H.-
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& Yeh, C.-L. (Eds.). (2023). Senior high school elective history (2nd. ed., Vol. 1, 3rd grade
Ist semester). Lung Teng.]
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[Curriculum guidelines of 12-year basic education: Social studies domain for elementary, junior high

it & I

school and upper secondary school education. (2018).]

ZAEGR ~ MRREE T~ ANEIET (2023) o ZCPRITHE S sk —— PR R B
VRSO SEESE - BRESTER L RRT R (ERan ~ ORKEEE) - U - (RS
JRS 2014 47

[Mitsunari, M., Himeoka, H., & Kohama, M. (2023). A world history of women:
Understanding gender consciousness and historical change: Opening new perspectives on gender
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on intersectional pedagogy. Curriculum & Instruction Quarterly, 27(2), 63-96. https://
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[Wang, H.-M. (2010). Historical education of gender sensitive thinking: Chinese
women and society. Journal of Holistic Education, 7, 59-90. https://doi.org/10.6272/
JHE.2010.07.3]
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[Wang, C.-R., Pan, H.-L., Huang, S.-H. & Yang, H.-C. (2002). Implementation programs

of women education policy in Taiwan. Educational Research & Information, 10(5),

163-178.]
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[Yi, J-L. (2017). Intersectionality and Chinese gender history. Research on Women in
Modern Chinese History, 30, 167-230.]
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[Yi, J-L. (2019). Rethinking the “May fourth view of women’s history:” Social trends
and a historiography of Chen Dongyuan’s the history of Chinese women’s life.
Research on Women in Modern Chinese History, 34, 1-69.]
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[Wu, M.-L. (2001). An introduction to educational action research: Theory and practice. Wunan.]
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[Lee, J.-D. (1996). Research on Chinese women’s history in post-war Taiwan (1945-1995).
New History, 7(2), 139-180.]
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[Lee, J.-D. (2010). Women and gender in history theses and dissertations of Taiwan.
New History, 21(4), 203-237.]
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[Lee, J.-D. (Ed.). (2009). New interpretations of Chinese history: Gender history volume. Linking.]
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