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A Case Study on Young Children’s Experiences and
Exploration of Poetry

Min-Ling Tsai*

Adopting the approach of intrinsic case study, this inquiry documented how a class of
29 young children, aged 3 to 5, experienced and explored poems in teacher-led poetry
reading activities. Across one year, they explored 15 books of poetry and 29 short poems.
The research identified four primary stages in these activities. Stage one, Connecting:
from life to poetry. Stage two, Overall Experiencing: intertextual connection, reading
aloud, preliminary discovery, and being aware of poetic forms. Stage three, Detailed
Exploration: entailing deeper understanding, representation, application association, and
improvisation. Stage four, Suggesting Future Exploration: from poetry to life. The
wonderful and open-ended questions of the two teachers helped the children understand the
contents of the poems. The teachers also timely guided the children in recognizing the forms
of the poems. The use of nimble body movements to represent metaphors and actions in the
poems, along with frequent improvisation, were key features of this class’s poetry
exploration. This approach successfully forged a comnnection between the immediate,
sensuous world and the symbolic, represented worlds for children. Additionaly, the study
demonstrated that poems served as a mediator between young children’s lives and their
learning. In the process of experiencing and exploring poems, these young children were
able to “perceive, feel and think” more deeply, more delicately, and from broader
perspectives. The aesthetic reading approach, adopted by the teachers, enabled the children
to enjoy the pleasures of delving into both the content and forms of poems, and to use novel

metaphors to express the ideographic flavors of poetry reading.

Keywords: intrinsic case study, poetry for young children, teacher and young

children reading poems together, to experience and explore poems

* Min-Ling Tsai: Professor, Department of Early Childhood and Family Education,
National Taipei University of Education (corresponding author:
minling0501@mail.ntue.edu.tw)
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FHEE (30)~ FRgEE ([E) (2011) - PUREE (#R5EE) - BT @ fiot o (JRZHRR
1978 £)

[Yoon, S. -J. (text), & Lee, Y. -K. (illustrations) (2011). Four strokes and a half (M. Su,
trans.). Hsinchu: Heryin Books. (Original work published 1978)]

it~ Bk (2005) » BEREBEEH 4N RS S B T - SRR 0 19

(1)-1-19 -

[Fang, C. -Y., & Su, T. -Y. (2005). A study of the influence of nursery rhymes on children’s
phonological awareness in Taiwan. Kaohsiung Normal University Journal, 19(1),
1-19.]

MR RS (2020) - AREEHFREY—A CRIAGE) - #rdl - 851 » (JERZHRRN 2019 42)

[Wenzel, B. (2020). 4 stone sat still (P. Song, Trans.). New Taipei City: Gleaner Books.
(Original work published 2019)]

23030 (2018) « EREERE (BT - 46 1 2R - (JFEZFHRRR 2010 4)

[Herbauts, A. (2018). De quelle couleur est le vent (W. -C. Yang, Trans.). Taipei: Yuan-Liou.
(Original work published 2010)]

SKRE ERF (2018) - AEEA—EF (REESE) - 10 1 k&l - (FEHRER
2016 )

[Archer, M. (2018). Daniel finds a poem (C. -H. Wu, Trans.). Taipei: Magic Box. (Original
work published 2016)]

SAREFR (2001) o BEERER SRR 758 TG 0 FEOCERE 0 7 0 133-148

[Wu, S. -M. (2001). Have nursery rthymes and poetry for young children taken on different
paths? Language Journal, 7, 133-148.]

FR/NFR (2017) « BREEHEIY - EPM/IME (35) > 2ERET 100 4 (JREMERER) -
&1t {550

[Lin, B. (2017). A secret game. In B. Lin, Everyone slept a hundred years (no indication of
page number). Taipei: Hsin Yi.]
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[Lin, L. (text), & Bei, G. (illustrations) (2012). Cotton trees. In L. Lin (text) & G. Bei
(illustrations), What I like (pp. 24-25). Taipei: Mandarin Daily News.]

PR (30O~ EEH (E) (2017a) - FHRK - #@ARE (50 ~ B (&) - $34
PRRAY 78 By (H 60-61) - 51t ElREH#H -

[Lin, L. (text), & Lu, J. -Y. (illustrations) (2017a). A rainy day. In L. Lin (text) & J. -Y. Lu
(illustrations), Snails: 78 poems by Lin Liang (pp. 60-61). Taipei: Mandarin Daily
News.]

PRE (30~ B (E) (2017b) - HEE - Stk E (50 - EEH (E) - 8B4
PRREY 78 EEF (H 30-31) - &db : BB -

[Lin, L. (text), & Lu, J. -Y. (illustrations) (2017b). Egrets. In L. Lin (text) & J. -Y. Lu
(illustrations), Snails: 78 poems by Lin Liang (pp. 30-31). Taipei: Mandarin Daily
News.]

PR (30~ e (E) (2017¢) « F - @R (50) ~ EEH (E) - #84 : HRE
#y 78 H&F (H 100-101) - =4b : EREH# -

[Lin, L. (text), & Lu, J. -Y. (illustrations) (2017c). Take a look. In L. Lin (text) & J. -Y. Lu
(illustrations), Snails: 78 poems by Lin Liang (pp. 100-101). Taipei: Mandarin Daily
News.]

PR (30O~ EEFE (E) (2017d) < B938 - #HMRE (50O ~ A (ED - 4«
RHY 78 EiF (H 24-25) - &db : EREH -

[Lin, L. (text), & Lu, J. -Y. (illustrations) (2017d). A wild cat. In L. Lin (text) & J. -Y. Lu
(illustrations), Snails: 78 poems by Lin Liang (pp. 24-25). Taipei: Mandarin Daily
News.]

PRE (30~ B ([E) (2017e) » 785 - SRR (30 ~ EEH (E) - 84 0 A
R 78 BEF (H79) - &db : BlEEH

[Lin, L. (text), & Lu, J. -Y. (illustrations) (2017¢). A fallen leaf. In L. Lin (text) & J. -Y. Lu
(illustrations), Snails: 78 poems by Lin Liang (pp. 24-25). Taipei: Manderin Daily
News.]

FRIGEZ (1982) - 2208 H B S Bl — =1+ JUFE ~ 4 - 1S8R - 10(2) 0 58-82

[Lin, H. -C. (1982). A retrospect on poems for children in Taiwan: 1940-1982. Chung-Wai
Literary Monthly, 10(2), 58-82.]
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[Lin, H. -C. (text), & Zheng, M. -J. (illustrations) (2014). The flower and the butterfly. In H.
-C. Lin (text) & M. -J. Zheng (illustrations), The flower and the butterfly (pp. 24-25).
Taipei: Linking.]

it (50~ £F= ([E) (2019) - SEHIGEER - 516 VG -

[Zhe, -yeh. (text), & Wang, S. -M. (illustrations) (2019). An étude of fondness. Taipei:
HSIAO LU Publishing.]

ZEED (1987) - ZhMEERRZRE - 510 BT &S -

[Ministry of Education. (1987). Kindergarten curriculum standards. Taipei: Author.]

BEE (2017) - 4 EEBREEERS - 516 BEE -

[Ministry of Education. (2017). ECEC curriculum framework. Taipei: Author.]

FRZEE (50 ~ MUNFR (@) (2016) « TR T —5HF - Gd0 ¢ /N -

[Guo, Y. -C. (text), & Lin, -B. (illustrations) (2016). One of the cosmic teeth has dropped
out. Taipei: ArtcoKids.]
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AR—ERERRE (H8-9) - it : RESUL -

[You, S. -H. (text), & Mori (illustrations) (2020). Leaf crackers. In Xia Xia (ed.), The
encounter of young children and poems: Let s bask in the sun together (pp. 8-9). Taipei:
ECUS Publishing House.]

B - BT (2021) - FREDFLAYE (£553GF) - G0 FHRAL - (JFE IR
72019 )

[Alemagna, B. (2021). Les choses qui s’en vont (H. -W. Wang, Trans.). Taipei: ABULA
Press. (Original work published 2019)]

2yt (30) ~ =A% (&) (2020) © G- cHNEE (£4) 0 /MNBRE | B
IR—RERERFS (H 20-21) - 516 RESUE -

[Tsai, W. -H. (text), & Mori (illustrations) (2020). Hush. In Xia Xia (ed.), The encounter of
young children and poems: Lets bask in the sun together (pp. 20-21). Taipei: ECUS
Publishing House.]

SIS - WOTIE (2018) - BN BB | SPOCRHMERSENDE - B0 0
H o

[Tsai, M. -L., & Dai, F. -W. (2018). Teaching materials and methods of language learning
Jfor young children: Searching for lights dancing in the woods of literature. Taipei:
Psychological Publishing.]
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—REERRE (H 25) - &db « RESUE -

[Pan, J. -H. (text), & Mori (illustrations) (2020). The pond. In Xia Xia (ed.), The encounter
of young children and poems: Let’s bask in the sun together (pp. 25). Taipei: ECUS
Publishing House.]

e %3(2020) Hy 0 FRE BT &%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%°§ﬂ:ﬁi%21 EP/J\L"&QME

https://eiar.tp.edu.tw/Home/AwardedList

[Lai, Y. -Y. (2020). Reencounter of young children and narrative poems. The 21th action
research competition of junior, elementary schools and preschools in Taipei, the high
distinction award in the category of transformation and growth. Retrieved from
https://eiar.tp.edu.tw/Home/AwardedList ]

HCR SR HT (32 ~ BE ST ([8) (2020) - BER - RATIEE (2UE=E) - fidb - 18
Jt o (JERZ AR 2019 ££)

[Eggers, D. (text), & Smith, L. (illustrations) (2020). Tomorrow most likely (C. -Y. Liu,
Trans.). New Taipei City: Gleaner Books Ltd. (Original work published 2019)]

HIE ~ SEEFHE (2006) « HBRATIEAL  BERNHEGE (BUE) - FRAFEAL (FEY
BE) e &dh - EUBESE -

[Hsieh, S. -Z., & Huang, J. -Y. (2006). Where is spring? In S. -Z Hsieh (prod.), Where is
spring (Audio CD). Taipei: Wind Music.]

HEES (1990) « FEaoR Gl B - A BIEAAE (E45 ) SRR ERF (H 86-89)- &L ¢
HrE R i B B -

[Hsieh, W. -Z. (1990). Nursey rhymes and poems for children. In M. -J. Zheng (ed.),
Getting to know poems for children (pp. 86-89). Taipei: The Society of Children’s
Literature.]

FRHL - HEREE - AHE (2014) - &k CRINGE) - &AL+ 4EtEPE - (JRZ AR 2012 )

[Seeger, L.V. (2014). Green (P. Song, Trans.). Taipei: Taiwan Mac Educational Co..
(Original work published 2012)]

Brountas, M. (1995). The versatility of poetry. Teaching PreK-8, 25(6), 40-42.

Bruner, J. (1986). Actual minds, possible worlds. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University

Press.
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