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‘ Exemplification ‘

A Historical Retrospect of Eradicating Adult Illiteracy
in the United States in the Twentieth Century

Tsu-Ing Hung

Hsing Kuo University of Management

As education in Taiwan has been widely extensive, obtaining a high school or a college diploma is no
longer as difficult as it was a decade ago. However, with the drastic progress of technologies in the past decade,
there are good reasons to question whether the literacy level of high school or college graduates is sufficient
to meet the need of career literacy demands or daily literacy functions. This paper is to explore the efforts and
the predicament that the United States encountered in eliminating adult illiteracy in the twentieth century for
reference. Seven topics are discussed in this article: the adult illiteracy rate in the United States, the definitions
of adult illiteracy, the geographic distributions of adult illiterates, programs for adult literacy, materials and
approaches for adult literacy instruction, the problems and difficulties adult literacy efforts had come across, and
suggestions from literacy professionals for adult literacy policy making in the United States.

Keywords: illiteracy, adult literacy, adult basic education
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